








All dogs over three months of age must be registered by May 1st.
Legal rates : males and females $9.00, neutered males $6.50, and
spayed females $6.50. Owner over 65 $2.00 for first dog, regular rates
for additional dogs.
Rabies certificates required for registration.
Failure to register makes owners liable for a $15.00 fine and a $1.00 penalty
per month after June 1st. It's the law!
Owners are liable for free running dogs. If In doubt, check the state
statutes RSA:466. The penalties are severe.
Rabies Clinic will be on April 12, 1997, from 10 a.m. until noon at the Cornish Flat
Fire Station. Please have your dog/cat on a leash or in a carrier. Dog licenses
will be available. The veterinarian will be Ginny Prince, D.V.M.
TO PROPERTY OWNERS:
* The law provides that those who do not return their inventory forms
by April 1 5 not only lose their right to appeal their taxes but are now
subject to a fine of not less than $10.00 but up to and not
over $50.00.
TO THOSE BUILDING NEW OR MAKING CHANGES:
* The Town building code requires permits to construct or
remodel any building. There are exceptions. Check first with
the Selectmen.
TO THOSE OPERATING IN OR NEAR WETLANDS OR WATERWAYS:
* RSA 438-A A Dredge & Fill application must be filed with the Town
Clerk before commencing work. Fines can be assessed for
noncompliance.
Your cooperation in ttte above matters will save time and money for you
and cut costs of town government.— The Selectmen
ALL EMERGENCIES - DIAL 911
FIRE — 675-2221
POLICE — 543-0535
Af^BULANCE-RESQUE SQUAD -- 675-2221
SELECTMEN — 675-5611
TOWN CLERK — 675-5207
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REDEDICATION OF THRASHER (COFFIN SHOP) BRIDGE. AUGUST 30, 1996
Five year old Sam Piatt cut the ribbon while Robert Maslan, Cornish Selectman; Sheila Stone,




Town Clerk - 3 years
Reigh H. Rock (1998)
Anne M. Hier, Deputy
Town Treasurer - 1 year
William Caterino
Brent B. Edgerton, Deputy
Moderator - 2 years
Peter H. Burling (1998)
Selectmen - 3 years
Stuart A. Hodgeman (1997)
Robert F. Maslan (1998)
Larry Dingee(1999)
Tax Collector - 1 year
Reigh H. Rock
Audrey Jacquier, Deputy
Supervisors of Checklist - 6 years
Robin Monette(1998)
Ruth G. Rollins (2000)
Leiand E. Atwood (2002)
Trustee of Trust Funds - 3 years
Elizabeth Caterino (1997)
Shirley Sullivan (1998)
Barbara Rawson (1 999)
Trustees of George H. Stowell Library
3 years
Bernice F. Johnson (1997)
Kathryn H. Patterson (1998)
Pamela Gendron (1999)




Highway Agent - 1 year Albert Earle
Sexton - 1 year John J. Rock
Hog Reeves - 1 year
Tim Augustinowicz and Nina Lloyd
Reyer and Heidi Jaarsma
Michael Yatsevitch.
John White
Representatives to the General Court - 2
years
Merle Schotanus, Grantham (1998)
Peter Hoe Burling (1998)
New Hampshire Executive Council - 2 years
Raymond S. Burton (1998)
APPOINTED OFFICIALS
Fence Viewers - 1 year
Alan Penfold
Anne and Fritz Hier
Leo Maslan
Fred Sullivan
Surveyors of Wood, Bark, & Lumber - 1 year
Orville Fitch Reyer Jaarsma
Leo Maslan James Neil
Robin Waterman Fred Weld





Librarian - By Trustees of the Library
Katherine Freeland
Fire Chief - By Selectmen
Nathan Cass
Planning Board - By Selectmen - 3 years
Peter C. Storrs, Recording Sec (1997)
Anne M. Hier, Secretary (1997)
John Hammond , Vice Chair (1998)
Larry Dingee, for Selectmen
J. Cheston Newbold, Chairman (1998)
John J. Rock (1999)
KathI Osterlund (1999)
Lee Baker, Alternate (1997)
Brian Meyette, Alternate (1999)
Nina Lloyd, Alternate (1998)
Zoning Board of Adjustment - By Moderator
- 3 years
Keith Beardslee(1997)
Eric Webb, Clerk and Secretary(1998)
Caroline Storrs, Vice Chair (1998)
Karim Chichakly, Chairman (1999)
David Wood, Alternate









Michael M. Yatsevitch (1997)
Stuart Hodgeman, for Selectmen
Nancy Newbold (1997)
Brian Meyette (1998 )
Mariet Jaarsma (1 998)




Solid Waste Representatives - By Selectmen -
3 VGsrs
William Gallagher (1997)
Donna Bleazard, Alternate (1997)
Historic District Commission - By Select-




Stuart Hodgeman, for Selectmen
John Dryfhout, Alternate (1998)
Jenny Schad, Alternate (1999)
James Atkinson, Alternate (1999)
Nina Lloyd
Barbara Lewis
Recreation Committee - By Selectmen
Paul Queneau
Audrey Jacquier
Finance Committee - by Moderator - 3 years
Alan Penfold (1997)
Wilbur Overman (1997)














Capital Equipment Committee- By Selectmen
Peter Lynch Larry Duval
Larry Dingee (Chairman) Milt Jewell
Don MacLeay Scott Baker
Upper Valley Lake Sunapec Regional
Planning Commission- By Selectmen
J. Cheston Newbold Anne M. Hier Alt.
Records Preservation Committee - By
Selectmen
Michael Yatsevitch MayBelle Rock
Hannah Schad Bernice Johnson, Chair
CT River Resource Comm-Local River Sub-
committee - By Selectmen Jeremiah Evarts
Overseer of Covered Bridges - By Selectmen
Leo Maslan
Emergency Management Civil Defense
Director - By Selectmen Robert Maslan
Town Office Grounds Cttee - By Selectmen
Don Snowdon, Chair Leo Maslan
Jim Osterlund Jack Rock
Ellen Ballard Denielle Neily
Reigh Rock Duane Churchill

















Health Officer - Teresa Masters
Jenny Schad, Asst
Forest Fire Warden - Nathan Cass
Forest Fire Deputy Wardens
Leo Maslan Leland Atwood
Larry Dingee Dale O'Connor
David Wood Bob Rice
Ballot Clerks - By respective parties - 2 years
Marion Stone (R) Paul Rollins (R)
Polly Monette (D) Sally Budlong (D)
River Commission - By Governor
J. Cheston Newbold
1997 WARRANT
The State of New Hampshire
To the Inhabitants of the Town of Cornish, in the County of Sullivan, in said State, qualified
to vote in Town affairs:
You are hereby notified to meet at the School Gymnasium in said Cornish on Tuesday, the
1 1 th of March, next at 1 0:00 of the clock in the forenoon, to act upon the following subjects:
Articles 1 and 2 of the Warrant will be acted upon at 10:00 a.m. Voting will be by official ballot
and checklist, and the polls will be open for this purpose and will remain open from 10:00 a.m.
until 7:00 p.m. at which time the polls will close. The business portion of Town f\/Ieeting will
begin at 12:00 noon. Articles 3 through 22 will be acted upon at that time.
Article 1 : To choose all necessary Town Officers for the ensuing year.
Article 2: Shall we adopt the provisions of RSA 40:1 3 to allow official ballot voting on all
issues before the Town. (A three-fifths vote is required for passage) (Article submitted by
petition)
Article 3: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of up to $1 50,000
for the purpose of site preparation, which includes the removal of present buildings, and
construction of a new fiighway garage to be located on town property at North Parsonage
Road and to apply toward the cost of the project all grants received in addition to said sum;
and to authorize the issuance of not more than $150,000.00 of bonds or notes in accordance
with the provisions of the Municipal Finance Act (RSA Chapter 33); to authorize the Selectmen
to issue and negotiate such bonds or notes, to determine the rate of interest thereon and the
maturity and other terms thereof; and to authorize the Selectmen to invest said monies; to
authorize the Selectmen to take any other action or to pass any other vote relative thereto.
(The Selectmen recommend the passage of this article. Passage requires a two-thirds vote by
paper ballot.) (Submitted by the New Highway Garage Committee)
Article 4: To raise such sums of money as may be necessary to defray Town charges for
the ensuing year and make appropriations of the same.
(a) Town Office 45,950
(b) Election, Registration, Vital Statistics 2,200
(c) Audit Town Books 4,000
(d) Revaluation of Property 3,000
(e) Legal Expenses 5,000
(f) Planning Board 1 ,000
(g) Zoning Board of Adjustment 500
(h) Grounds 2,550
(i) General Government Buildings 11,750
(j) Cemeteries and Perpetual Care 20,000
(k) Insurance (Excluding medical) 36,000
(I) Regional Assoc (UV LSRPC) 1 ,543
(m) Town Records Preservation 3,500
(n) Spirit Committee 1 ,000
(o) Police Department 56,344
(p) Rescue Squad 4,250
(q) Ambulance 15,133
(r) Fire Department 25,825
(s) Emergency Management 50
(t) Transfer Station Tickets 7,000
(u) Recycling 1 ,500
(v) Health Sen/ices 7,472
(w) General Assistance 2,500
(x) Parks & Recreation (CREA) 4,200
(y) Patriotic Purposes 300
(z) Conservation Commission Expenses 550
(21) Principal - Long Term Debt 32,800
(z2) Interest - Long Term Debt 9,000
(z3) Interest - Tax Anticipation Notes 20,000
(z4) Public Library Fund 8,721
(z5) County Tax Necessary Amount
Article 5: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $3,000 to be
placed in the Conservation Commission Fund. (Submitted by the Selectmen) (The Selectmen
recommend passage of this Article)
Article 6: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $35,000 to be
placed in the Highway New Heavy Equipment Capital Reserve Fund. (Submitted by the
Selectmen) (The Selectmen recommend passage of this Article)
Article 7: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $13,000 to be
placed in the Fire Department Capital Reserve Fund. (Submitted by the Selectmen) (The
Selectmen recommend passage of this Article)
Article 8: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $4,000 to be
placed in the Police Department New Police Cruiser Capital Resen/e Fund. (Submitted by the
Selectmen) (The Selectmen recommend passage of this Article)
Article 9: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $5,000 to be
placed in the Appraisal Reserve Fund. (Submitted by the Selectmen)(The Selectmen
recommend passage of this Article)
Article 10: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $10,000 to be
placed in the Town Bridge Capital Reserve Fund. (Submitted by the Selectmen)(The
Selectmen recommend passage of this Article)
Article 11: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $292,927 for
the maintenance of Class V Highways and Bridges and snow removal from town buildings and
school grounds. The sum of $210,603 shall be raised by taxes for the maintenance of Class V
Highways and Bridges (and above mentioned snow removal), and the balance of $82,324 to
be received from the state as Highway Block Grant Funds for special maintenance projects on
Class V Highways and Bridges. (Submitted by the Selectmen)
Article 12: To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Selectmen to sell, through
advertised sealed bid, the current highway garage facility located on Route 120 in Cornish
Flat. The Cornish Fire Department would remain in the facility at no cost. Funds from the sale
of subject building would be used to defray costs associated with construction of a new
highway garage. (Submitted by the New Highway Garage Committee) (The Selectmen
recommend passage of this article)
Article 13: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $20,000 to repair
the Mercer Bridge on Piatt Road. The sum of $20,000 to be withdrawn from the Bridge Capital
Reserve Fund. (The total cost of the project will be $21 ,300. The remaining $1 ,300 will be
from Block Grant Funds) (Submitted by the Selectmen)
Article 14: To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Selectmen to completely discontinue
Walker Drive, a short Class VI road off Paget Road. (Submitted by Selectmen at the request
of landowner)
Article 15: Shall we modify the elderly exemptions from property tax in the Town of Cornish,
based on assessed value, for qualified taxpayers, to be as follows: For a person 65 years of
age up to 75 years, $1 0,000; for a person 75 years up to 80 years, $1 5,000; for a person 80
years of age or older $20,000. To qualify, the person must have been a New Hampshire
resident for at least 5 years, own the real estate individually or jointly, or if the real estate is
owned by such person's spouse, they must have been married for at least 5 years. In
addition, the taxpayer must have a net income of not more than $18,000 or, if married, a
combined net income of less than $25,000; and own net assets not in excess of $40,000,
excluding the value of the person's residence. (Submitted by the Selectmen)
Article 16: To see if the Town will vote to adopt the provisions of RSA 202-A:4-d authorizing
the library trustees to accept gifts of personal property, other than money, which may be
offered to the library for any public purpose, provided, however, that no acceptance of
personal property by the library trustees shall be deemed to bind the Town or the library
trustees to raise, appropriate or expend any public funds for the operation, maintenance,
repair or replacement of such personal property. This authorization shall remain in effect until
rescinded by vote of the Town. (Submitted by the Library Trustees)
Article 17: To see if the Town will vote to authorize the change in the purpose of the New
Highway Heavy Equipment Capital Reserve Fund to include the purchase of used, as well as
new, heavy highway equipment, and to change the name of the fund to The Highway Heavy
Equipment Capital Reserve Fund. (Submitted by the Selectmen at the request of the Capital
Equipment Committee) (A two-thirds vote is required)
Article 18: To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Selectmen to sell a town parcel of
land, approximately 0.5 acres in size, Map 6, Lot 97, on the corner of Townhouse and South
Parsonage Roads to the abutter Brad and f\/lartha Churchill for a price of $500 plus any costs.
(Submitted by the Selectmen.)
Article 19: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate up to the sum of $1 ,000 to
participate in an Upper Valley Household Hazardous Waste Recycling Program. (Submitted
by the Selectmen)
Article 20: To see if the Town will vote to authorize the prepayment of taxes and to permit
the Tax Collector to accept prepayment of taxes as authorized under RSA 80:52a.(Submitted
by the Selectmen)
Article 21: To hear reports of Officers, Agents, Auditors, and Committees heretofore chosen,
and pass any vote in relation thereto.
Article 22: To transact any other business that may legally come before this meeting.
Given under our hand and seal, this 24th day of February, in the year of our Lord nineteen
hundred and ninety seven .
,..-.^^:?^^
Stuart A. Hodgeman ^-^ ^ Stuart A. Hodgeman^
Robert F. Maslan "^ .- Robert F^aslar^
Lawrence S. Dingee ^ Lawrence S. Dingee
Irue Copy Attest Selectmen of Cornish
SUMMARY OF THE MINUTES OF
CORNISH TOWN MEETLNG
MARCH 12, 1996
(A complete copy of the minutes is available in the Town Clerk's Office)
The minutes of the Cornish Town Meeting held Tuesday the 12th of March 1996. Peter Burling,
Moderator of The Town Of Cornish, opened the polls at 10:00 am to begin the voting session of the
Cornish Town Meeting. The Town Warrant was read in its entirety and Moderator Burling noted that
the Warrant was properly certified by the Selectmen and that all the Selectmen's signatures were
displayed on the back of the Warrant. Supervisors Of The Checklists signed both checklists and
were sworn in by the Town Clerk, Reigh H. Rock. The business portion of the meeting began at
12:00 noon.
Article 1 : Items printed on the ballots were voted on by the townspeople throughout the day. Article
one was to choose all necessary town officers for the ensuing year. The results of the voting are as
follows:
Selectman for 3 years: Larry Dingee received 241 votes, Cheston Newbold received 4 votes.
Bill Gallagher received 4 votes, John White received 4 votes, Harold Morse received 3 votes, Lee
Baker received 1 vote. Rick Bean received 1 vote, Larry Duval received 1 vote, Anne Hier received 1
vote, Dave Wood received 1 vote, Dave Kibbie received 1 vote, Mike Yatsevitch received 1 vote,
Don Snowdon received 1 vote, Fred Sullivan received 1 vote and John Rand received 1 vote. Larry
Dingee was declared winner.
Town Treasurer for 1 year: William F. Caterino received 259 votes and was declared winner.
Tax Collector for 1 year: Reigh H. Rock received 266 votes, Harold Morse received 1 vote and
Cathy Dubey received 1 vote. Reigh H. Rock was declared winner.
Trustee of Library for 3 years: Pamela Gendron received 253 votes, Virginia Gage received 3
votes, Susan Weld received 1 vote, Kathryn Patterson received 1 vote, Kate Freeland received 1
vote, Nancy Newbold received 1 vote and Curt Wyman received 1 vote. Pamela Gendron was
declared winner.
Trustee of Trust Funds for 1 year: Barbara Rawson received 264 votes and Karen Laplante
received 1 vote. Barbara Rawson was declared winner.
Overseer of Welfare for 1 year: Martha Zoerheide received 263 votes and Bernice Johnson
received 1 vote. Martha Zoerheide was declared winner.
Highway Agent for 1 year: Albert F. Earle received 228 votes. Harold Morse received 20
votes, Mike Duval received 6 votes, Kay Kibbie received 2 votes, Larry Dingee received 1 vote, Bob
Maslan received 1 vote, Milt Jewell received 1 vote, Tom Spaulding received 1 vote, Jim Lukash
received 1 vote and John Rock received 1 vote. Albert F. Earle was declared winner.
Sexton for 1 year: John J. Rock received 267 votes, Peter Burling received 1 vote, John
Rawson received 1 vote and William Ladd received 1 vote. John J. Rock was declared winner.
Moderator for 2 years: Peter Burling received 261 votes, Ruth Rollins received 3 votes,
George Edson received 3 votes, Cheston Newbold received 1 vote, Kay Kibbie received 1 vote and
George Papps received 1 vote. Peter Burling was declared winner.
Supervisor Of Checklist for six years: Leiand Atwood received 264 votes and was declared
winner.
Article 2: Question 1 : Are you in favor of the adoption of Amendment No. 1 as proposed by the
Planning Board for the Zoning Ordinance as follows:
Add to Article II, "Definitions", a definition of "General Store" , and add to
Article IV Use Regulations and General Provisions relating to a general store.
This amendment is submitted by the Selectmen and has the approval of the
Planning Board. 251 YES 19 NO
Question 2: Are you in favor of the adoption of Amendment No. 2 as proposed by the
Planning Board for the Zoning Ordinance as follows:
Amend Article IV, Use Regulations and General Provisions relating to Cottage
Industry. This amendment is submitted by the Selectmen and has the
approval of the Planning Board. 221 YES 40 NO
Question 3: Are you in favor of the adoption of Amendment No. 3 as proposed
by the Planning Board for the Zoning Ordinance as follows:
Add to Article II, "Definitions", a definition of "Expanded Cottage Industry",
and add to Article IV use Regulations and General Provisions relating to
Expanded Cottage Industry. This amendment is submitted by the Selectmen
and has the approval of the Planning Board. 213 YES 47 NO
Article 3: To raise such sums of money as may be necessary to defray Town charges for the





































(z1 1 ) County Tax Necessary Amount
Articles (a) through (g) and (1) through (z11) were voted on in the affirmative. Article (h)
was amended to $10,950 and voted on in the affirmative.
After a short break Rickie Poor gave out the Conservation Commission Award to honor Bob
Alves, Richard Avery and Larry and Jean Duval for their work with the Boy Scouts.
Stuart Hodgeman inquired if the Town still wants a user pay system as far as disposing of their
trash. The Town has a bill from the trash district of about $6000.00 but the Selectmen did not have
the authority to pay it. A show of hands reaffirmed that it was the responsibility of the individuals to
take care of their own trash and not the responsibility of the Town.
Article 4: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $297,891 for the
Town Office
maintenance of Class V Highways and Bridges and snow removal from town buildings and school
grounds. The sum of $222,603 shall be raised by taxes for the maintenance of Class V Highways
and Bridges (and above mentioned snow removal), and the balance of $75,288 to be received
from the state as Highway Block Grant Funds for special maintenance projects on Class V
Highways and Bridges.
A motion to amend the main motion to include a 2.3% increase cost of living raise for the Highway
Department was made by Mike Barber. The motion was seconded by Peter Lynch and with a
show of hands was voted on in the affirmative. Brian Meyette moved that the new person and
the related costs be deleted from the budget. The motion was seconded by Peter Lynch. By a
show of hands it was voted on to delete the new person from the budget with 62 yes - 55 no.
Bob Bladen made a motion to amend the sum to $285,891.00. Dale Rook seconded the motion
and the motion to amend was voted on in the affirmative. The new amounts are $21 0,603.00
for maintenance of Class V Highways and Bridges and $75,288.00 to be received from the Block
Grant Funds. It was then voted on in the affirmative.
Article 5: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of up to $22,733 to be
withdrawn from the New Police Cruiser Capital Reserve Fund for the purchase of a new police
cruiser and related radio and emergency equipment. Any funds remaining from the sale of the
present cruiser to be deposited in the Police
Department New Police Cruiser Capital Reserve fund. Voted on in the affirmative.
Article 6: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $3,000 for a
numbering and lettering machine and materials to make road signs. Fred Sullivan moved to
amend that $500.00 be taken from the Beaman Guide Board Fund and $2500.00 to be raised by
taxes. The motion was seconded by Robert Kibbie and voted on in the affirmative.
Article 7: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate up to the sum of $1 ,000 to
participate in an Upper Valley household hazardous waste recycle program.
Voted on in the affirmative.
Article 8: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of up to $66,230 to be
withdrawn from the New Heavy Highway Equipment Capital Reserve Fund for a Town Highway
Truck . Any funds remaining from the sale of the present truck to be deposited in the New Heavy
Highway Equipment Capital Reserve Fund. Voted on in the affirmative.
Article 9: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of up to $3900 to lease
computer software for the Town Clerk and Tax Collector. Voted on in the affirmative.
Article 10: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $140,000 for the
replacement of the Coffin Shop Bridge and to accept and expend the NHDOT Bridge Aid Program
Grant in the amount of $1 1 2,000 to offset the cost of this project. The amount to be raised through
taxation is $28,000. Voted on in the negative. Stuart moved to amend up to $139,650.00 for the
replacement of the Coffin Shop Bridge and to accept and expend the NHDOT Bridge Aid Program
Grant in the amount of up to $126,768.00. The amount to be raised through taxation is up to
$12,882.00. This motion to amend was seconded by John White and voted on in the
affirmative.
Article 11: To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Selectmen to establish a committee to
be named the New Highway Garage Facility Committee and to appoint its members, its charge to
be the presentation to the 1997 Town Meeting of both a biddable set of plans and a funding
proposal for construction of a new Highway Garage facility; and to see if the Town will vote to raise
and appropriate the sum of $3,000 to fund the activities of said committee. The selectmen strongly
recommend this article. Voted on in the affirmative
Article 12: To see if the Town will vote to increase the term of the Town Highway Agent position
from one (1) year to three (3) years, beginning with the term of the Highway Agent to be elected
at next year's regular Town Nieeting. (To be voted on by paper ballot.) Voted on in the
affirmative.
11
Article 13: Shall we adopt an exemption for the totally and permanently disabled as described in
RSA 72:37-b: The exemption, based on assessed values, for qualified taxpayers shall be
$25,000. To qualify, the person must have been a New Hampshire resident for at least 5 years
and own and occupy the real estate individually or jointly, or if the real estate is owned by a
spouse, they must have been married for at least 5 years. In addition, the taxpayer must have a
net income of not more than $1 5,000 or, if married, a combined net income of not more than
$20,000; and own net assets not in excess of $40,000 excluding the value of the person's
residence. Voted on in the affirmative.
Article 14: To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Selectmen, indefinitely, until rescinded,
to accept on behalf of the Town gifts, legacies and devises made to the Town in trust for any public
purpose, as permitted by RSA 31 :19. Voted in the affirmative.
Article 15: To see if the Town will vote to authorize the prepayment of taxes and to permit the
Tax Collector to accept prepayment of taxes as authorized under RSA 80:52a.Voted on in the
affirmative.
Article 16: To hear reports of Officers, Agents, Auditors, and Committees heretofore chosen,
and pass any vote in relation thereto.
Article 17: To transact any other business that may legally come before this meeting.
Joe Osgood moved that the Town allow the Selectmen to form a committee to bring Town and
School together in order to work together to find ways to lower costs and reduce taxes. The
motion was seconded by Jim Osterlund and voted on in the affirmative. It was decided that the
committee consist of two Selectmen, two School Board representatives and a couple other
people. Brian Meyette made a motion that the voters of Cornish would like to have the School
meeting the Saturday before Town meeting. Peter Lynch seconded the motion and it was
voted on in the affirmative. Moderator Burling wanted the minutes to indicate there was concern
by some to define the date as the Saturday prior to Town Meeting as it would rule out the
possibility of being a suggestion of the committee next year.
Anne Hier moved that the Town keep the same members of Surveyors of Wood, Bark and
Lumber. Alan Penfold seconded the motion and it was voted on in the affirmative. The members
being, Orville Fitch, Leo Maslan, Robin Waterman, Reyer Jaarsma, James Neil and Fred Weld.
Polly Rand moved that Hog Reeves for the year should be Tim Augustinowicz, Nina Lloyd. Anne
Hier nominated Reyer & Heidi Jaarsma, Jim Neil nominated Mike Yatsevitch and Mike Monette
nominated retiring Selectman, John White, as chairman. These names were seconded by Reigh
Rock and voted on in the affirmative.
Bob Maslan made a motion to keep the same people on as Fence Viewers. This was seconded
by Stuart Hodgeman. Those people being: Alan Penfold, Anne & Fritz Hier, Leo Maslan and Fred
Sullivan. Moderator Burling said this was an ancient custom. It was originally a mediator service to
find out where the property lines were. He said Alan Penfold went out to relocate the Cornish lines
and picked up some real estate. He also picked us up an additional High School student to educate.
Nice going Alan!!
Bob Maslan moved the meeting be suspended at 5:25 pm, this was seconded by Stuart
Hodgeman and voted on in the affirmative. The voting continued until 7:00 pm. at which time






Professional Association/Accountants & Auditors
193 Nonh Main Sire;c » Concord • New Hiinipshire « 03301-5063 » 603-225-6996 « FAX-224-1380
INDEPENDENT AUDITOR'S REPORT ON FINANCIAL PRESENTATION




We have audited the accompanying general-purpose fmancial statements of the Town of Cornish as
of and for the year ended December 31, 1995. These general-purpose fmancial statements are the
responsibility of the Town's management. Our responsibility is to express an opinion on these
general-purpose fmancial statements based on our audit.
We conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards. Those standards
require that we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the general-
purpose fmancial statements are free of material misstatement. An audit includes examining, on a test
basis, evidence supporting die amounts and disclosures in the general purpose fmancial statements.
An audit also includes assessing the accounting principles used and significant estimates made by
management, as well as evaluating the overall general-purpose fmancial statement presentation. We
believe that our audit provides a reasonable basis for our opinion.
The general-purpose fmancial statements referred to above do not include the general fixed assets
account group which should be included in order to conform with generally accepted accounting
principles. As is the case with most municipal entities in the State of New Hampshire, the Town of
Cornish has not maintained historical cost records of its fixed assets. The amount that should be
recorded in the general fixed assets account group is not known.
In our opinion, except for the effect on the fmancial statements of the omission described in the
preceding paragraph, the general-purpose financial statements referred to above present fairly, in all
material respects, the fmancial position of the Town of Cornish, as of December 31, 1995, and the
results of its operations and the cash flows of its nonexpendable trust funds for the year then ended
in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles.
Our audit was made for the purpose of forming an opinion on the general-purpose financial statements
taken as a whole. The combining and individual fund financial statements listed in the table of
contents are presented for purposes of additional analysis and are not a required part of the general-
purpose financial statements of the Town of Cornish. Such information has been subjected to the
auditing procedures applied in the audit of the general-purpose financial statements and, in our
opinion, is fairly presented in all material respects in relation to the general-purpose financial




Professional Association/Accountants & Auditors
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INDEPENDENT AUDITOR'S COMMUNICATION OF
REPORTABLE CONDITIONS AND OTHER MATTERS




In planning and performing our audit of the Town of Cornish for the year ended December 31, 1995,
we considered the Town's internal control structure in order to determine the scope of our auditing
procedures for the purpose of expressing our opinion on the financial statements. Our review of these
systems was not intended to provide assurance on the internal control structure and should not be
relied on for that purpose.
Under the standards established by the American Institute of Certified Public Accountants, reportable
conditions involve matters coming to our attention relating to significant deficiencies in the design or
operation of the internal control structure that, in our judgment, could adversely affect the Town's
ability to record, process, summarize, and report financial data consistent with the assertions of
management in the financial statements. A material weakness is a reportable condition in which the
design or operation of one or more of the internal control structure elements does not reduce to a
relatively low level the risk that errors or irregularities, in amounts that would be material in relation
to the financial statements being audited, may occur and not be detected within a timely period by
employees in the normal course of performing their assigned functions. Our consideration of the
internal control structure would not necessarily disclose all matters in the internal control structure that
might constitute reportable conditions and, accordingly, would not necessarily disclose all reportable
conditions that are also considered to be material weaknesses as defined above.
We are pleased to report that, during the course of our review of internal controls, no material
weaknesses in the Town's accounting systems and records were identified. Minor weaknesses or other
considerations coming to our attention were generally procedural in nature and dealt with
administrative or recordkeeping practices. In these instances, we made specific recommendations or
provided instruction to those individuals involved during the course of our audit fieldwork.
This report is intended solely for the information and use of management and others within the
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1996
1997 BUDGET
TOWN OF CORNISH, NEW HAMPSHIRE
Statement of Appropriations and Expenditures
1997
ESTIMATED TAX BURDEN











Zoning Board of Adjustment
Grounds
General Government Buildings













HIGHWAYS, STREETS & BRIDGES
Class V Highways
Highway Block Grant
































X Parks & Recreation(CREA)
y Patriotic Purposes






z2 Interest -Long-Term Debt
z3 Interest-Tax Anticip. Notes
TOTAL DEBT SERVICE
OPERATING TRANSFERS OUT
z4 Public Library Fund
5 Conservation Commission Fund
6 Highway Capital Reserve
7 Fire Capital Reserve
8 Police Capital Reserve
9 Appraisal Reserve Fund
1 Bridge Capital Reserve
TOTAL OPERATING TRANSFERS OUT
OTHER OFFSETTING REVENUE
Motor Vehicle Permit Fees
Interest and Penalty on Taxes
Other Taxes and Fees
Unrestricted State Revenue
TOTAL BEFORE CAPITAL & OTHER
CAPITAL OUTLAY & OTHER ARTICLES
3 New Highway Garage
13 Bridge Repair
1 9 Hazardous Waste Recycling
TOTAL CAPITAL & OTHER
TOTAL TOWN APPROPRIATIONS
Add: Refunds, Abatements & Credits
Deduct: State Shared Revenues
TOTAL TO BE RAISED BY TAXES
1997
GENERAL FUND BALANCE SHEET
TOWN OF CORNISH, NEW HAMPSHIRE
STATEMENT OF REVENUES AND EXPENDITURES
TOWN OF CORNISH, NEW HAMPSHIRE
Year Ended December 31, 1996
DETAILED STATEMENT OF EXPENDITURES








Computer lease & service
Computer maintenance
Office supplies







































DETAILED STATEMENT OF EXPENDITURES
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DETAILED STATEMENT OF EXPENDITURES
TOWN OF CORNISH, NEW HAMPSHIRE
DETAILED STATEMENT OF EXPENDITURES






































DETAILED STATEMENT OF EXPENDITURES
TOWN OF CORNISH, NEW HAMPSHIRE
DETAILED STATEMENT OF EXPENDITURES
TOWN OF CORNISH, NEW HAMPSHIRE
SANITATION






























Highway Capital Reserve Fund
Fire Caprtal Reserve Fund
Police Capital Reserve Fund
Appraisal Reserve Fund





DETAILED STATEMENT OF EXPENDITURES
TOWN OF CORNISH, NEW HAMPSHIRE
ARTICLES
95 Art 10 Perambulation
96 Art 5 Cruiser replacement
96 Art 6 Lettering machine
96 Art 7 Hazardous waste
96 Art 8 Truck replacement
96 Art 10 Coffin sfiop bridge





































































TOWN OF CORNISH, NEW HAMPSHIRE
920,628
SUMMARY OF INVENTORY VALUATION
TOWN OF CORNISH, NEW HAMPSHIRE
TAX COLLECTOR'S REPORT
TOWN OF CORNISH, NEW HAMPSHIRE
Year Ended December 31, 1996
SUMMARY OF TAX ACCOUNTS
1 996 1 995 1 994
Uncollected Taxes-Start of Year:
Property Taxes 289, 1 90. 1
8
Land Use Change
Yield Taxes 1 ,796.52 226.99






Interest on Property Taxes
Interest on Land Use Taxes
Interest on Yield Taxes
Excess Credits
TOTAL TO BE ACCOUNTED FOR 2,108,403.03 305,022.30 226.99




Interest on Property Taxes
Interest on Land Use Taxes
Interest on Yield Taxes 92. 1
7
Less Abatements Made During Year
Property Taxes 10,290.32 1,897.77
Land Use Change
Excess Debits
Uncollected Taxes-End of Year
Property Taxes 273,229.24 0.00 0.00
Land Use Change 2,491 .30 0.00 0.00
Yield Taxes 0.00 516.96 226.99
TOTAL ACCOUNTED FOR 2,108,403.03 305,022.30 226.99
2,097,068.58
TAX COLLECTOR'S REPORT
TOWN OF CORNISH, NEW HAMPSHIRE
Year Ended December 31, 1996
SUMMARY OF TAX LIEN ACCOUNTS
1995 1994 1993
Balance of Unredeemed Tax Liens
At Beginning of Year 58,529.52 22,308.17
Liens Executed During Year
Sold to Town 85,045.96
Interest and Costs Collected
After Lien Execution 2,033.26 10,355.81 7,072.65
TOTAL TO BE ACCOUNTED FOR 87,079.22 68,885.33 29,380.82
Funds Remitted to Treasurer
Redemptions 26,003.76 26,823.78 18,797.49
Interest and Costs After Lien 2,033.26 10,355.81 7,072.65
Abatements of Unredeemed Taxes
Liens Deeded to Town
Excess Debits 504.49
Balance of Unredeemed Tax Liens
At End of Year 58,537.71 31,705.74 3,510.68









TOWN OF CORNISH, NEW HAMPSHIRE





SCHEDULE OF TOWN PROPERTY
As of December 31, 1996
Description
Town Hall, Lands and Buildings $192,100
Furniture and Equipment 7,000
Library, Land and Building 149,000
Furniture and Equipment 10,000
Police Department Equipment 25,000
Fire Department, Lands and Buildings 146,900
Equipment 265,000
Highway Department, Lands and Buildings 1 53,1 50
Equipment 252,000
Materials and Supplies 10,000
Selectmen's Old Office ' 149,000
New Town Office, Land and Buildings 1 54,400
Furniture and Equipment 1 1 ,000
Meeting House, Flat, Land and Buildings 175,100
CREA Land and Buildings 157,550
School, Land and Buildings 1,465,250
Contents 171,400




Woodlot on Skyline Drive 24,1 50
Butman Lot 13,250
Recycling Center 37,450
Cemeteries, Vault,Hearse House 5,000
Fire Pond, School Street 1 ,1 50
Jackson Road Gravel Pit 9,300
Fire Pond on Town House Road 2,500
Dwight Wood Lot 500
Map 6, Lot 1 02 (.4 acre) 3,900
Map 1 2, Lot 39 (7 acres) 8,250
Map 7, Lot 86 (3 acres) 26,700
Map 7, Lot 65B (9,1 acres) 21 ,950
Map 6, Lot 3A (5 acres) 58,950
Bridge Parking Lot, Rte 12A 12,500
TOTAL $3,730,300
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Cornish can be proud of the refurbished War Memorials shown on the cover of
this Report. Through the initiative of Polly Monette, the craftsmanship of Brush
Lettering and several volunteers, and the Vietnam Memorial and Beaman Trust funds,
the Selectmen were able to complete the project and rededicate the Memorials during
the Memorial Day Ceremony in May. That ceremony was enhanced by the attendance
of a large group of Cornish School children who participated along with their principal.
The Selectmen participated in two committees related to Town and School
District issues this year. One dealt with issues discussed at Town Meeting which has
resulted in the re-establishment of traditional meeting dates for the School Meeting
(Saturday) and Town Meeting (the following Tuesday). Further, the Finance Committee
has been tasked and is working with the School Board on budgeting issues similar to
their interface with the Selectmen. The other committee was formed by the School
Board to address strategic planning issues that affect both the School District and the
Town. The immediate result is a combined budget hearing this year but the larger effort
Is ongoing.
The Town completed a very successful bridge project with Plainfield during
August and reopened the Thrasher (Coffin Shop) Bridge on Piatt Road. The project
was on time and under budget. Maintaining our bridges is an important task and we are
asking to use Bridge Capital Reserve money for that purpose this year.
Our Highway Department has had a busy and at times frustrating year. The
January thaw and accompanying rain resulted in major damage to many of our roads.
However, they completed most projects with the exception of planned Center Road
repairs. The Department received our new International truck this fall and pressed it
Into service hauling sand. A darker moment was the loss by fire of the 1 982 grader.
The issue of replacement was immediately put in the hands of the Equipment
Committee chaired by Larry Dingee. They mustered an exhausting effort exploring
numerous options. Many hours of discussions and deliberations by the committee
resulted In the Selectmen's decision to purchase a 1983 used grader with Insurance and
residual highway funds. Earmarked highway funds for winter plowing were not used
which made the purchase possible and still brought the Highway Department under
budget. Thanks go to the Equipment Committee for their tireless efforts.
Another very active committee addressed the New Highway Garage. Thanks to
their efforts, the Selectmen feel we have an excellent plan and proposal for a new
facility which Is both rationally fundable and sorely needed. Nate Cass volunteered to
spearhead the project and the Selectmen solicit your support of this extremely important
task.
Nate has also volunteered his service as our new Fire Chief - for that we thank
him. We also appreciate the outstanding effort and results by Mike Monette as our
Chief for 5 1/2 years. Cornish can be very proud of its Fire Department and Fire
Fighters and the Rescue Squad. Thanks for your time and efforts.
We continue to nurture our Twinning Project with Aspet, France. Through the
joint efforts of school and community the Town had a pleasant and busy week this
summer with a delegation from Aspet. It culminated with a pot luck supper at St.
Gaudens and subsequent exchange of gifts and mementos. Cornish gave a Bronze
Medallion designed and cast by Susanne Lupien with a custom made presentation box
by Dale Shafman. We vowed to continue the interface and exchange in the future.
Cornish tax bills were printed and mailed in a timely manner this year resulting
from the installation of a new computer program and a huge effort by Reigh Rock, Anne
Hier and Bob Maslan. Hours of data entry resulted in near error-free results. Both
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Town Clerk and Tax Collector records are In our own computer now making updating
and processing less costly and more responsive.
A cost worth mentioning Is savings realized for Tax Anticipation Notes (TAN).
Our Treasurer, Bill Caterino, devised a financial plan to borrow and reinvest funds
resulting In a TAN interest cost of $322 for 1 996. Over the years the TAN costs have
varied from $4900 to over $20,000. Great job Bill.
The Police Department took delivery of our new cruiser, pressed It into service
and It Is serving us well. Joe Osgood heads our 911 Project and was able to get the
Town mapped by the NH Department of Transportation this summer. We are now in
line waiting to receive the subsequent numbering of our roads and residences from the
State. In conjunction with the 91 1 project the Selectmen have ordered new (dark green
with white letters) fiberglass road signs. They will be installed In the spring by Jack
Rock and his crew.
1996 has been a busy year at the Selectmen's office. The aforementioned Items
attest to that. There were numerous other Issues still ongoing that are being addressed
and will be resolved. Citizens should realize we are dealing In a participative
government. It takes time with a volunteer government structure to research and resolve
Issues both routine and complicated. The Board would like to thank all members of the








In 1989, the Selectmen created the Selectmen's Special Agent position for
the purpose of confirming excavation Information and soil suitability at potential new
septic installations. Currently, the position Is not funded by the town but by user fee, the
average cost being $20.00.
Results of Septic Digs in Cornish 1996
March 28 Stevens, E/S West Pass Road, Dug 1 hole, successful
May 4 Meyer/Johnson, N/S Leavitt Hill Rd, Dug 1 hole, successful
May 7 Jerard, W/S Route 12A, Dug 2 holes, 1 successful
June 3 OrogI, W/S Route 12A, Dug 1 hole, successful
June 15 MacLeay, S/S Sunset Strip, Dug 3 holes, 1 successful
June 21 Hackett, E/S Town House Rd, Dug 1 hole, successful with mounding
September 13 Blumberg, E/S Piatt Rd, Dug 3 holes, successful with mounding
September 27 St. Pierre, E/S Route 120, Dug 2 holes, successful with mounding
October 15 Amadon, N/S Sunset Strip, Dug 2 holes, successful






Motor Vehicle Registrations Issued $1 54,746.50
Dog Licenses Issued / Animal Control 1 ,857.00
Dog Penalties And Fines 55.00
Marriage Li censes Sold 855.00
Landfill Tickets Sold 6,520.00
Miscellaneous-Copier Use, Checklists, 152.50
History books & Return Check Fee
Filing Fees For Titles 670.00
UCC Fees 921.00
Vital Statistics Fees 378.00
Fish & Game 617.00
TOTAL $166,772.00






The Town Clerk/Tax Collector's office has completed its first year computerized.
It has been a lot of work, but most of the headaches have passed! A lot of you have
noticed how fast a registration can be done and we now have the capability of sending
out semi-annual tax bills. A special thank you goes to Alan Penfold for his time,
patience and generosity.
A wonderful achievement has been completed by Teenie Rock. She has
enclosed all our vital statistics (marriage, birth, and death certificates) in archival quality
sheet protectors. Teenie has spent hours copying records from old volumes and filing







The year 1996 was again a very busy and costly year due to various major
problems. The year started off with a great deal of flooding on January 21 , 1996.
Due to a very severe wint er it was necessary to increase the sand storage by at
least 2,000 yards. During the spring thaw a portion of Tift Road had to be rebuilt due to
mud conditions. The Center Road project was started from Route 120 replacing
necessary culverts which were required to bring the road to standard specifications for
20 foot traveling surface.
During the month of July the Town was hit with torrential rains blocking culverts
and causing washed out roads. Larger culverts were installed throughout the Town due
to these rains. The new Coffin Shop Bridge (Thrasher) was opened for traffic and
pedestrian travel before a large gathering the day before school opening.
The greatest mishap happened when the Town Grader was destroyed completely
by fire. Through the efforts of the highway agent and the equipment committee a used
1983 Gallon Grader was located. The cost of this grader was $39,000 of which
$28,000 was covered by insurance and the balance from the 1996 highway budget.
Delivery is scheduled for February 1997 with a 60 day warranty to begin April 1, 1997.
The cooperation between the highway agent, highway personnel and the equipment
committee was excellent.
A new International truck with sander and plow was purchased and delivered in
September . The people in town are sure to notice the new truck because of the safety
yellow in color. All future trucks should be purchased with this color for safety reasons.
The highway department personnel following standard safety procedures reported
only one minor injury. In 1 997 the first section of Center Road should be started from
Route 120 to Harrington Road. Culverts as required will be placed on other roads.
The Highway Agent and the Board of Selectmen emphasize serious attention
must be given to a new highway garage facility. The current Parsonage Road buildings





INTERNATIONAL CR/.WLER PLOWING SNOW
ON DINGLETON HILL, FEBRUARY 1958
Photo courtesy of Wayne Nelson
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New Highway Garage Committee
1996 Report
After several meetings with the committee and discussions with contractors,
plumbers, electricians, concrete contractors, etc. the following proposal is
recommended for the Town of Cornish:
1) That we remove and dispose of the two buildings located on what is called the
Fuller property on Parsonage Road currently owned by the Town and used by the
Highway Department.
2) That we raise $150,000 to erect a new 50 X 140 wood frame structure to house
both the Highway and Cemetery Departments.
3) That we sell, at sealed bids, the old highway garage located on Route 120 in
Cornish Flat with the reservation that the Fire Department be allowed to continue to use
2 bays of the old garage as they do now.
It is also the intent of the committee that the money raised from the sale of the old




Truck - PhoLo by J. Osgood
1983 Gallon Grader




The Cornish Fire Department is made up of approximately 30 personnel who work,
train, and respond for no pay. They are on call 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, 365
days a year. We are very lucky to have this group of people willing to do this job and I
wish to thank each one of them.
Respectfully submitted,
Nathan Cass, Fire Chief
TOWN FOREST FIRE WARDEN AND
STATE FOREST RANGER
1996 REPORT
To aid your Forest Fire Warden, Fire Department and State Forest Ranger, contact
your local Warden or Fire Department to find out if a permit is required before doing any
open burning. Violations of RSA 227-L:17, the fire permit law, and the other burning
laws of the State of New Hampshire are misdemeanors punishable by fines of up to
$2,000 and/or a year in jail. Violators are also liable for all fire suppression costs.
There are ten Forest Rangers who work for the N.H. Division of Forests and
Lands, Forest Protection Bureau. State Forest Rangers are available to assist
communities with forest fire suppression, prevention and training programs as well as
the enforcement of forest fire and timber harvest laws. If you have any questions
regarding forest fire or timber harvest laws please call our office at 271-221 7.
The State of New Hampshire operates 15 fire towers, 2 mobile patrols and 3
contract aircraft patrols. This early detection and reports from citizens aid in the quick
response from local fire departments.
1996 Fire Statistics
Causes of Fires Reported
CORNISH POLICE DEPARTMENT
1996 REPORT
In 1996 the Police Department had a good year. Activity was light and
incidences that require many man hours were down. This transforms into a savings for
the Town. We were able to update an aging computer through the maintenance budget
and still come in considerably under budget. I can only say I would like to see next year
the same way.
In an effort to simplify the reporting of crime statistics to the State, the
Department of Safety has purchased a computer program that they are giving to the
towns. This program will also assist in simplifying reports and the filing of them. This is
all expected to happen early in 1997.
The Ford Taurus approved at last year's meeting has been in service since the
last week in March 1996. We now have close to 14,000 miles on it and this car has
proven to be quite acceptable in winter driving. I feel that a front wheel drive car was an
economical compromise to a four wheel drive.
We at the Police Department would like to thank the community for your
continuing support of the department. We look fonward to serving your needs in 1997
and welcome any input to better serve the community.
911 SYSTEM
The State E91 1 system is still not completely built yet, but it is working quite well.
There have been some problems in the phone system that have caused some false
alarms and one delay that was still much faster than the old system. The mapping and
address portion is the part that seems to be bogged down. I have contacted the State
Mapping office and they have assured me that our map is in the system and should be
ready for review soon. When this process Is finished, we then can accurately enter the
addresses. Once the addresses are in the database the 91 1 system will then be
complete. One other option already available is the ability to add specific information to
the system. If you have a specific situation in your home that emergency responding
units should know about, this information can be entered into the computer at 91 1 . This
information will show up on the computer if you dial 911. If you feel you have a situation
that fits this, contact the emergency service that would handle the need and they can




1 996 Ford Taurus Cruiser















George T. Qiajv-jro, Jr.
Gentlemen:
The following is the breakdown for
CEMETERY DEPARTMENT
1996 Report
We would like to once again thank the Boy Scouts for placing flags on the
Veteran's graves before Memorial Day and the Highway Department for their assistance
in many ways. This year Don MacLeay bulldozed stumps and leveled the ground in
Chase Cemetery and the stones were cleaned. The tractor is now eight years old and
still in good shape.
Because the Cemetery Department does not wish to offend anyone we will not
remove flowers, pots, flags, etc. before October 1st with the exception of dead and






This was a blessedly quiet year for the town regarding health department issues.
The new heating system In the elementary school was a wonderful improvement, and
the inspection of the food purveyors at the Cornish Fair was done, even though not
required by the State. Many minor Interventions were done throughout the year,
requiring time and phone calls but no additional expenditures by the town.
Theresa Masters
Town Health Officer
OVERSEERS OF GENERAL ASSISTANCE
1996 REPORT
This past year, the Cornish welfare committee once again provided survival
services to residents in need. We continue to utilize the committee structure which
furnishes emergency coverage at all times.
In response to recent welfare reform laws, this year the committee hopes to
evaluate all our systems and procedures. We will address any new issues that we
encounter as an outcome of newly developed legislation.
All of the committee members send our most sincere thanks to the people who
have helped us help others. This very long list not only includes residents of Cornish,







The past year has been a good one for us. We had our average of 160 calls
including mutual aid. The Cornish Rescue Squad continues with a tradition of being
one of the fine EMS providers in the Upper Valley.
- In cooperation with Cornish, Meriden, and Plainfield Fire Departments we
sponsored the Claremont Fire Department Training Unit for teaching school children fire
safety. This two-story mobile unit reviewed the 91 1 system, smoke detectors and
proper home exiting procedures for the Kindergarten through Third graders of Cornish
and Plainfield schools.
- We co-sponsored a Bicycle Safety Rodeo at the Plainfield School that over 60
riders and their families attended.
- This winter we are offering a First Responder Course to the community.
- Financially speaking, with the cooperation of Mike Monette of the Cornish Fire
Department and the Windsor Repeater Association, we negotiated a contract for
dispatching with the Town of Windsor that will save us 40% on the cost of radio
dispatching.
We are very thankful for the great support we have received over the years from
the towns and residents of Cornish and Plainfield. Your continued support allows us to
serve you in an emergency. If you have any special concerns at your house please
contact us at 675-2221 and we will review your needs and develop a plan with you.
Would you also please look at your road and house address and be sure it can be seen
on a rainy night from the road?
We are always looking for new members interested in EMS or willing to assist us
in the non-EMS aspects of our organization. We meet monthly on the fourth Tuesday at
7:00 p.m. at the Squad house on Route 120 in Cornish.
On a personal note as I complete my first year as President I would like to












The Planning Board was pleased that Article 2 on the Warrant for the 1996 Town
Meeting passed by an overwhelming vote in the affirmative. The Board continues to
review the zoning ordinance to see if there are sections that might need to be amended
in the future. Doctrine of merger laws, lot size configuration, and wetland maps are
some of the areas the Board feels we need to look at further. We have had joint
meetings with the Selectmen and the Zoning Board of Adjustment to discuss some of
these issues and plan to continue with these meetings into 1997.
One of the responsibilities of the Planning Board is to make sure our Zoning
Ordinance, Subdivision and Site Plan Review Regulations are kept current to meet the
needs of the Town. We encourage and welcome input from residents of Cornish who
have concerns and issues they would like to discuss with us.
1996 ACTIONS




Minor Subdivisions Harold Morse, Jr.
Clark Camp Road
Nicholas and Albert Ruggiero
Route 12A
Annexations/Lot Line Adjustments Charles and Sheila Stone
Cornish Stage Road
Site Plan Review Barbara J. Lewis, Chase House
Route 12A
Cheston Newbold, Chairman Peter Storrs
Anne Hier, Secretary Kathi Osterlund
Larry Dingee, Selectman Brian Meyette, Alternate
John Hammond, Vice Chairman Lee Baker, Alternate
Jack Rock Nina Lloyd, Alternate
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ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
1996 REPORT
The Zoning Board of Adjustment heard six formal cases during 1996, all requests
for special exceptions. All six requests, three involving alterations to residential property
and three concerning commercial operations, were granted with conditions.
Karim Chichakly, Chairman Caroline Storrs, Vice Chair
Eric Webb, Clerk and Secretary Keith Beardslee
David Wood, Alternate William Balch, Alternate
Dale Rook, Alternate Bruce Tracy, Alternate
SUPERVISORS OF THE CHECK LIST
1996
The year 1996 was a busy one for the supervisors. School District Meeting,
Town Meeting, a special School District Meeting, the September 10th Primary Election,
and the General Election on November 5th required numerous meetings and changes.
Checklists and file cards had to be corrected and updated continuously through
the year. Letters were written to those moving, checklists posted prior to all meetings
and notices published, as required by law. Proof reading and printing lists were among
other duties.
The September Primary found 1020 registered voters. The final updated list,
which was reported on floppy disk to the United States District Court, District of New
Hampshire, after the November 5th General Election, found a total of 1059 registered
voters. The list is used for Federal jury selection for the District of New Hampshire.






The Conservation Commission has been active in many different areas during the
1996 calendar year. Our members have attended conferences, workshops and lectures
on a variety of topics including bats, easements, forest management and wetland
monitoring.
At the 1996 Town Meeting the annual Cornish Conservation award was presented
to Larry and Jean Duval, Richard Avery and Robert Alves for their work with the Boy
Scouts. They were recognized for their efforts in introducing the boys to the beauty of
our Town and State while generating respect for the land and the importance of helping
preserve our environment.
In April the Commission held Green Up Week . Many individuals and groups
helped clean up Cornish's roads. We wish to thank all our loyal "Green Up" volunteers,
and also the Cornish Road Crew who picked up all the bags left by the sides of the
roads. This event will occur again in April of 1997. For information please call Nancy
Newbold or sign up at either Town or School meeting.
Wetlands are always a major priority for the Cornish Conservation Commission
and this year was no exception. We did not have many actual applications for wetland
work but some of the issues were complicated, some from previous years needed
review and others involved situations which did not require a permit (such as bank
erosion) but our input was requested. We made numerous on site inspections so we
could accurately assess the different situations. We have particularly appreciated the
efforts of Cornish's Road Agent, Albert Earle, in keeping us informed of road work that
might affect wetlands and asking for our input on some larger projects.
The 1995 purchase of the Eastman property now gives the Town a much larger
piece of property surrounding the Town Offices. The Commission is spearheading the
effort to make a plan to landscape the property. The sub-committee focusing on this
project is working with Charlie Shurcliff, a landscape architect, to develop a
comprehensive plan that includes lighting, parking, recreation and plantings. This has
been a more time consuming process than first anticipated and the hope is to have a
completed plan finished sometime in 1997.
Cornish is privileged to have a number of properties in town under conservation
easement. It is necessary to monitor these properties to be sure that the easements
are being followed and that landowners are aware of the easement conditions. This Is
particularly necessary as properties change hands. To help the Town and the
Commission have an accurate record of the easements and to assist In monitoring
them, the Commission has been working on creating some monitoring forms and then
collecting baseline data on each easement.
One final project that we have been involved with is a commission with Augie
Dworak for a totem pole that will be in the Town Offices. This piece is being designed
to reflect the environmental and cultural heritage of our Town. It is being supported by
funds from the Palmer Fund and should be completed some time in 1997.
Our meetings are usually held on the fourth Wednesday of each month and we
welcome the public.
Herricka Poor, Chairman Mike Yatsevitch
Mariet Jaarsma, Secretary Nancy Newbold
Stuart Hodgeman, Selectman Brian Meyette
Rae Ann Melloh Don Snowdon





Celebrating our 20th year as the oldest (197V) volunteer-run
recycling center in NH
The recycling center has been fortunate this year to have additional assistance. Fronn
April through November two young men and their counselor from Sullivan County
Developmental Services have been working with center volunteers. This experience has aided
in their learning and practice of work and interpersonal skills. The center appreciates the much
needed extra help, especially as usage of the center has been increasing. To show our
appreciation, the recycling center provided tickets to local hockey games, and are looking
forward to their continued assistance.
Maintenance projects were performed this fall. The deteriorating steps to the main shed
were repaired, windowpanes were caulked and replaced where necessary using as much
recycled materials as possible. The large sign on Route 120 was attached to a new pole and
reinstalled in a more visible location and sheds were cleaned.
In 1 996, 31 .93 tons of recyclable materials were processed. This includes aluminum,
newspaper, cardboard, mixed paper, brown paper bags, junk mail/magazines, steel cans, glass,
batteries, and #1 and #2 plastic. As well, bottles and cans were collected for Vermont
redemption. This saved taxpayers $3078.00 In tipping fees ($96.40 per ton).
Hoyt Trucking provided pickup service of our recyclables on a no fee-no income basis
during the first three quarters of the year. During the last quarter a fee of $60 per pick-up began
and this charge may well fluctuate, depending upon the market. Although we were fortunate not
to incur hauling charges for a portion of the year and a savings of approximately $550 was
realized. We anticipate expenses for hauling in 1997 to be at or above levels experienced in
prior years. Usage of the center has increased dramatically since LaBounty discontinued its





Gift to Sullivan County helpers 72.00
Total Expenses $423.60
1996 Income
Vermont deposit bottles & Cans $414.30
(This revenue credited to General Fund)
The Center is preparing a product for market which means that items must be clean,
compact and sorted. Check aluminum on the magnet provided (aluminum does not stick) until
you know your brands. Please remember to keep Vermont deposit plastics, cans and bottles
separate to be placed in the shed for redemption.
The Center is open every Saturday from 9 to 1 1 a.m., except on holiday weekends,
until plowed after storms, and by chance if -10 F or colder. The Center's operations depend
upon volunteers. Please consider volunteering, if only once or twice during the year. New
members of the community, as well as the old, are encouraged to sign up to assist with
Saturday operations, minor repairs, publication assistance, community education or any other
area where your skills and interest could be of help. A considerable savings is realized by
keeping the center volunteer operated, and it is a great opportunity to meet those in the
community who frequent the center. Feel free to contact any of the committee members for
additional information.
Donna Bleazard Richard Thompson Connie Kousman
Leigh Callahan Nancy Wightman Pat Pinkson-Burke
RevWightman Janice Orion Barbara and Paul Atherton
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SULLIVAN COUNTY REGIONAL REFUSE DISPOSAL DISTRICT
(SCRRDD)
1996 REPORT
During the past year the Sullivan County Regional Refuse Disposal District
agreed, without competitive bids, to a new contract with Wheelabrator Corp. The main
selling point was a promise to reduce the tipping fee to $75 per ton.
But, since the contract was signed, costs to retro-fit the incinerator have been
estimated at 1 .6 and 3.4 million dollars, eighty percent of which Cornish and other
district towns must pay.
Because the Wheelabrator trash burner produces electricity, and because we
signed this new contract with them, the town is caught in the electric utility restructuring
process. According to the trash district's lawyer, a utility restructuring bill now in the
legislature, if passed, could cost our district towns millions of dollars.
Our new contract with Wheelabrator also incudes a Wheelabrator bond
refinancing plan involving Wall Street investors who included a provision in the new
contract stating that Cornish and all district towns must pay all above costs through their
property taxes. Cornish selectmen asked the attorney general for help during the
contract negotiations but were turned down. I voted against the Wheelabrator proposal.
In my opinion, the Town's best interests are not being served by our arrangement
for trash disposal at the Wheelabrator trash burning incinerator in Claremont. Cornish
residents pay twice as much, $100 per ton, to use the incinerator as those people who
use the Lebanon landfill pay. Air pollution from burning trash in Claremont settles in
Cornish. The private trash industry wields an enormous decision-making influence on
the public administration of the Solid Waste Project. As a result, the Project, as it exists
today, is not the inexpensive regional cooperative that Cornish people voted to join in
1982.
I recommend that Cornish residents consider two actions that I believe will move
us toward a sound public policy for less costly trash management:
1) Establish convenient recycling throughout the town . The closest example of
successful town-wide recycling Is that of Plainfield, where residents set out one
container for paper products and another container for metals, glass and plastic. These
two recycling categories comprise approximately fifty percent of residential trash.
2) Seek alternatives to incineration for our trash.
Technical assistance for implementation of the above suggestions is available









1 996 saw a major change at the Cornish Fair with the addition of new hdes and
midway. This resulted in an increase in ticl<et sales by 450 and an increase in the gross
income from rides by 25% over 1996.
The Cornish Fair continues to emphasize agriculture, community, and youth.
4-Her's received over $7,000 in prize money for their exhibits with animals, crafts, and
individual skills. Animal and farm shows provide a large portion of our entertainment
including the re-introduction of the pig scramble.
Through the cooperation of many local groups; Boy Scouts, PTO, Rescue
Squad, and the Cornish church - services were provided to the Fair and these groups
were able to raise funds for their organizations. This enables the Fair to benefit the
entire community.
There were several new additions to the Fair; the new permanent light at the
bottom of the school driveway, direction signs, the Grange-built Marion and Jessie
Stone food booth, and a new quilt department at the school.
We thank all of our volunteers; exhibitors, and the Fair-going public for the
success of the Fair, and remind the community that the Fair Association is open to all





Our Trustees were not successful in getting a Computer Club started at the
Cornish Elementary School during 1996, despite the help of Principal Scott Kalter. It is
apparently difficult to compete with existing school programs! Additionally, the Trustees
of the George H. Stowell Free Library decided not to go online during 1996 so our
efforts to introduce the Internet at the Library were not successful, although we hope for
a future change of policy by the Library Trustees.
The Honor Society Trustees intend to purchase a reference encyclopedia on CD-
ROM for use on the computer at the George Stowell Library in eariy 1 997. However we
have not yet come up with a comprehensive program for 1997. Therefore, anyone with
suggestions to help, or with ideas to focus the Trustees In this matter, should contact
any of the Trustees.
Trustees of the Cornish Honor Society
John White, Chair Joanne Ardinger, Vice Chair
Bill Ardinger, Treasurer Bernice Johnson, Secretary
Ann Neidecker Mike Yatsevitch
Jill Edson
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GEORGE H. STOWELL FREE LIBRARY
1996 REPORT
For years the Stowell Library has borrowed many books from other libraries, (101
this year alone!), for our patrons. This year, for the first time, our collection appears as
a listing on the New Hampshire Automated Information System, allowing other libraries
in New Hampshire to access our books. It is wonderful to be able to return the
generosity so often extended to our library. It is also encouraging to know that we have
a collection worth borrowing from.
We are changing the way we provide periodical, (magazine and newspaper),
information to our patrons. The New Hampshire State Library now provides an article
delivery service, called "Article Express", designed for small libraries like ours. They
have a collection of nearly 400 periodicals, a substantial improvement in access for our
library. We can request, (via the computer), a magazine or newspaper article, and the
State Library guarantees delivery within 48 hours.
Twenty-seven children signed up for the state-sponsored summer reading
program, this year entitled "Reading. ..the best game around!" Seventeen of those
children met or exceeded the reading goal they had set in June, fvlany children who did
not reach their goal made it at least halfway. Those who did reach their goal read a
total of 225 books during the six weeks of our program.
The library was the beneficiary of a concert/dance held in September. Organized
by Curt Wyman, the show featured the very popular Al Alessi Band. We were very
pleased with the idea of a benefit for the library, and also with the idea of live music and
fun for the community right here in Cornish. Perhaps with some encouragement this
can become an annual event/fundraiser for the library.
The bookmobile was on the road again this year, delivering materials to Cornish
residents unable to visit the library. Sadly, the bookmobile will continue without the help
of library and bookmobile volunteer Pam Collins, who passed away in October. Her
presence in the library will be missed.
Due to popular demand, Friday evening hours were returned to the library
schedule. The Friday hours will be part of our winter schedule (November-April) of each
year.
As always, we are grateful to the dedicated volunteer staff who work at the library
each week. Their energy and generosity make the library and its services possible.
Thank you all for your help and support.
See you at the library!
Kate Freeland
Librarian
Circulation Statistics - 1996
People
GEORGE H. STOWELL FREE LIBRARY
CORNISH HISTORICAL SOCIETY
1996 REPORT
During the past year the Society played a more active role in the community than it has
done in recent years. Instead of its focus being on acquiring items of local historical interest and
being a repository for their preservation and protection, the Society was in the fortunate position
of being able to present its resources to a wider audience.
First, its archives and ephemera were mined for illustrative material for the book by
Virginia Colby and James B. Atkinson, Footprints of the Past; Images of Cornish, New
Hampshire, and the Cornish Colony. Most of the items used came from Virginia's collection and
files, generously donated to us by her son, George M. Reed; it was indeed appropriate that they
were used in this way.
Second, thanks to the initiative of Polly Rand and the Mill Creek Gallery, an exhibition
entitled "Early Pictures of Cornish" was mounted at the Mill Creek Gallery in the Town Offices.
Drawing on the timely loan from community members, including Fritz and Anne Hier, Bernice
Johnson, Beth Lum, Calvin and Freda Monroe, Wayne and Ethel Nelson, John and Polly Rand,
Hannah Schad, Peter and Caroline Storrs, and David and Ginnie Wood, this show of
photographs from the turn of the century makes for interesting, reminiscent viewing as we
approach the end of the century. Please take some time to enjoy the show, which will be on
view until the middle of March. We hope that it will prompt other Cornish residents to lend us
some of their memorabilia so that we can mount similar shows in the future.
Our meeting topics have continued this notion of fond reminiscence. In September Fritz
Hier, with the help of Bernice Johnson, talked about "Unforgettable Cornish Characters I've
Known." The audience was so taken with the presentation that it wanted the topic repeated with
special attention to the women of Cornish. Several names were suggested; do you have any
you would like included? In the following month we heard from James W. Mueller, an
archaeologist with the National Park Service. He led an investigatory team that conducted an
archaeological dig at the Saint-Gaudens National Historic Site in the fall of 1991. Combining
detective work and hypotheses worthy of Sherlock Holmes, he described what the evidence
unearthed from the 1944 fire at the Studio of the Caryatids could tell us about Saint Gaudens,
his creative activity, and his working methods.
The topics for this year center on calling to mind Cornish's turn-of-the-century
atmosphere and its more recent past. On April 14 Joanne Lemieux, a decent and ranger at the
Saint-Gaudens National Historic Site will present a slide lecture describing what the typical
social scene might have looked like during "A Day at 'Aspet'." Then on May 12 Bernice Johnson
and Teenie Rock will remind us of what "The Old Cornish Flat" looked and felt like. Finally, on
June 9, Colin Sanborn, president of the Claremont Historical Society, will discuss "Cornish and
Claremont: Some Historical Connections."
This year we regretfully accepted the resignation of Marie Stevens as our vice-president,
but are happy to welcome Betty Caterino to our Board.
We should like to remind you that we offer the following items for purchase to help
further the work of the Society. They are available during regular business hours at the Town
Clerk's Office, at the Bittersweet Antiques Shop in Cornish Flat, and from Ethel Nelson:
* Revolutionary War Papers - General Jonathan Chase,
* History the Town of Cornish, Volumes I & II (1975 reprint) - William H. Child,
* History of Cornish, New Hampshire, Volume III -- Barbara E Rawson,
*A Brief History of Cornish, 1763-1974 (1991 reprint with Supplement), Hugh M. Wade.
The Supplement describes and illustrates the town's four covered bridges, its four historical
highway markers, and its recent town buildings. It also provides an index of Cornish Residents
from 1 961 to 1 974; a list of everyone who lived in town but was excluded from the genealogies
published in the two most recent town histories,
* Footprints of the Past; Images of Cornish, New Hampshire, and the Cornish Colony, a
book that complements the material contained in the four previous books about Cornish's past,
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* Cornish Windsor Covered Bridge note paper, postcards, tiles, and sterling silver and
bronze medals.
Our meetings are always open to anyone who would like to attend. Furthermore the
Society welcomes new members who share our interest in the town's past.
Jim Atkinson, President
Betty Caterino, Vice President
Bernice Johnson, Secretary
Beth Lum, Corresponding Secretary
Hannah Schad, Treasurer
Pulsipher's Store and Attwood's Garage in Cornish Flat
Now the site of Dingee Machine Shop




The Cornish Meetinghouse again had a quiet year. Repairs were kept to a
minimum; the exterior wails are beginning to show their age and will probably need to
be painted soon.
We again thank Carlene and Jim Guy, Nancy Wightman and Audrey Jacquier for
routinely winding the clock. Many in the Flat enjoy the ring of the bell.
The building is used regularly by the Historical Society and other organizations but
is welcome to all who wish to use the building. There is no charge for any nonprofit
Cornish organization; private requests may get a contract by calling the Trustees.
Financial Report 1996







Less Total Expenses -261 .64
Balance on Hand 1/1/97 $2,000.86
Caroline Storrs, Chairperson Susan Chandler, Secretary
George Edson, Treasurer Orville Fitch
Mark Burgess John Dryfhout, Honorary Trustee
CORNISH HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION
1996 REPORT
An application for inclusion of the Cornish Art Colony has been submitted to the
National Register of Historic Places in Washington, DC. As the Register has requested
additional information, the Historic District Commission is currently seeking funds from
private sources to finance the necessary investigations.
Any person interested in helping to preserve the historic heritage of the Town is
invited to contact any one of the undersigned.
Tony Neidecker Caroline Storrs
Nancy Newbold John Dryfhout
Stuart Hodgeman, Selectmen's Representative Jenny Schad





The Spirit Committee had organized a project in which the eighth grade class
would paint the Cornish Flat cemetery picket fence. The eighth grade class wished to
do something for the town as a "Thank-you" but, unfortunately, encountered an
unusually wet month of June. Each attempt was cancelled due to rain. The paint
brushes are all purchased so we do hope to fulfill the obligation this spring with this
year's eight graders!
The Spirit Committee has also had a request to paint the interior of the library so
this appears to be this year's upcoming project as well as the painting of the picket
fence in the Flat. We always need volunteers so save a weekend in the spring.
Projects completed to date:
1988 Painting the exterior of the Town Hall and adjacent old School House
1 989 Painting the exterior of Town Sheds in the Flat and landscaping around
the sheds and library.
1 990 Siding and painting of the school with tree planting at the school and in
front of the Meetinghouse. Painting and stenciling (thanks to Polly Rand)
of the interior of the Town Hall.
1991 Painting the interior and exterior of the Meetinghouse.
1992 Painting the interior hallways and cafeteria in the school.
1 993 Landscaping and parking area improvement at the school.
1 994 Painting the exterior of the Town Hall.
1 995 Landscaping repair of discarded oil tanks at school.
1 996 Postponed due to rain.
Sincerely,
Caroline Storrs, Susan Chandler,
and Nancy Newbold, Co-Chairpersons




OF VERMONT AND NEW HAMPSHIRE
1996 REPORT
We are very grateful for the continued support Cornish provides to help VNA
meet the home care and hospice needs of its community members. Here are some
crucial points to consider regarding the importance of funding VNA programs in your
town.
-VNA services are available to persons of all ages and all economic means.
-Hospital discharge planners and attending physicians work closely with VNA to
decide a course of treatment for each home health care patient.
-Our VNA staff from the Windsor Regional Home Health Agency Branch provides
skilled services for people who:
-are recovering from surgery, have an acute illness, or disability
-require long term care
-need support and symptom control during a terminal illness
-Town funds help provide care for people who do not have adequate insurance
or the ability to pay.
Changes in health care systems nationally are placing the very heart of patient
care responsibility in the hands of home care agencies. VNA is pleased to help ensure
a health care safety net for the people of Cornish.
The following services were provided in the Town of Cornish:
Visits 7/1/95-6/30/96:
Nursing
SULLIVAN COUNTY ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL
1996 REPORT
The following Is a report on the activities of the Sullivan County Economic
Development Council for the year 1996. Successes highlighted are:
A. Obtained another Community Development Block Grant from the
Office of State Planning for the County. This Grant will allow
SCEDC to expand its staff to four people that will assist the
business's within the County.
B. Continued to provide managerial and financial assistance to the
Claremont Foundry. They currently employ 52 people with plans to
expand even further.
C. Assisted East Coast Steel, Inc. with its merger to the Claremont
Facility. They are now completely relocated to Claremont and are
employing some 150 people with additional plans to expand.
D. Managed to expand our Revolving Loan Funds to approximately
one million dollars. This money is utilized in stabilizing and assisting
County business' to strengthen their financial positions.
E. Issued a Start-up loan to Maple Leaf Technologies and helped
them locate to Charlestown.
F. Assisted Clyde River Enterprises receive financial assistance to
relocate from Windsor, VTto Charlestown, NH.
Our labor task force, after two years of meetings, has finally shaped the
scope of information that we feel we need to bring the Sullivan County workforce
into the 21st Century. SCEDC has joined forces with the New Hampshire
Community Technical College, the University of Pennsylvania, and the US
Census Bureau to jointly survey and monitor the areas labor picture. This will
involve surveys, phone calls, creation of data bases, and development of on-
going programs to enhance our ability to compete now and into the future.
SCEDC continues to market the region and its workforce around the world
in hopes of acquiring healthy, good paying jobs for the citizens of Sullivan
County. Should there be any additional questions from reading this report,






Stoughton House, Inc. is requesting an appropriation of $1000 from the Town of
Cornish for the 1997 budget year. We have recently purchased the Evarts House
located at 34 fvlain Street in Windsor and expect to begin restoration of this 1797
historic building in April, 1997. Upon completion in mid-summer, we will be able to offer
independent living with supported services. We will then begin renovation of Stoughton
House to make all rooms private with private baths and up-grade our elevator, kitchen,
plumbing and heating, etc. We are very excited about this project and the increased
services we will be able to offer!
We are aware of the growing need for home-delivered meals as people remain at
home longer with increased supportive services. It is our intent to continue participation
in this essential program. Following is a report of meals served and delivered to
Cornish residents:
Town of Cornish 1996 1995 1994 1993 1992
Meals Delivered 428 339 795 685 586
Nonresident Meals at SH 74 59 102 110
"
Total Meals 502 398 897 685 696
Total Cost* $1958 $1353 $3050 $1891 $1682
Appropriation $1000 $1500 $900 $900 $900
Difference ($958) ($147) $2150 $685 $696




CONNECTICUT RIVER JOINT COMMISSIONS
MT. ASCUTNEY SUBCOMMITTEE
1996 REPORT
Representatives from riverfront towns in the Mt. Ascutney region have been
meeting monthly to complete the river corridor management plan. Our subcommittee,
made up of appointed citizens representing local business, agriculture, local
government, riverfront landowners, recreation, and conservation, has been looking into
the river issues we consider important to each community in the region. We and the
other four subcommittees have created this plan completely by consensus. This is truly
an historic historic event: no one has ever attempted to construct a citizen-based plan
for a river as large as the Connecticut, and certainly not on a bi-state basis.
The plan provides a home-grown blueprint for how all of us-communities,
landowners, businesses, agencies-can recognize what an asset a great river like the
Connecticut can be to our towns. The plan focuses on water quality, fisheries and
aquatic habitat, wildlife, endangered species, agriculture, recreation and access, bank
erosion, and development.
The Subcommittee learned that one of the greatest threats to water quality,
aquatic habitat, and waterbased recreation is bank erosion, a very complicated issue.
Our study has also shown that our towns should consider carefully the potential effects
of allowing development too close to the river.. Flooding this spring and summer
demonstrated that the river will use its floodplain for flood storage.
The plan is now being prepared for printing and will be ready for public review
this spring. The Connecticut River Joint Commissions will invite the planning, zoning,
and conservation commissions, selectmen, and the public to consider which of its
findings and recommendations our town might consider for adoption. We welcome
anyone who is interested in learning more about the plan to contact us in the meantime.
The Mt. Ascutney River Subcommittee of the CRJC, formed in 1 993 under the
NH Rivers Management and Protection Act, includes riverfront towns from Plainfield to
Charlestown, NH and Hartland to Rockingham, VT. In addition to preparing the plan, the
Subcommittee advises the states and the CRJC on actions that could affect the river.
The Subcommittee is advisory and has no regulatory powers. All meetings are open to
the public and take place on the second Tuesday of each month from 7-9 pm at the
Windsor House. Citizens are encouraged to attend and contribute their ideas. If you





UPPER VALLEY LAKE SUNAPEE
REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION
1996 Report
The Upper Valley Lake Sunapee Regional Planning Commission is a voluntary
association of 31 towns. Tine Commission is concerned with the development of
comprehensive plans for beneficial and balanced economic, environmental and social
growth in the Region. It functions as a research, resource, and informational agency,
and when appropriate, acts to obtain Federal, State and other approvals, grants-in-aid,
loans and similar assistance for individual member towns and for the Region. The
Commission provides technical assistance to member communities in the areas of
planning (land use, transportation, water quality, etc.), mapping, community
development, grantsmanship and grant administration. In addition, regional
publications, such as our Regional Transportation Plan, and regional projects such as
household hazardous waste collections and the Connecticut River Scenic Byway Study,
are undertaken to the benefit of more than one community.
In the past year, services such as our Planning Board training series and library,
which features maps, planning resources and US Census data, were available to all of
our member communities. Cornish residents have taken advantage of some of these
.
services.
In 1996 our work specifically for the Town of Cornish included:
-Researched questions about merger, including: Is subdivision needed if a lot is
divided by a road; how is assessing after subdivision done; what about assessing if land
is in current use and is subdivided, but is not sold?
-Provided goals/mission statement for finance committee.
-Met with Planning Board to review local inventory data collected for the scenic
byway study.
-Created and provided map of agricultural lands, prime agricultural soils and
protected lands.
- Advised on best approach for developing a new zoning map.
- Organized and administered four regional household hazardous waste
collections, and wrote two successful grant applications to offset the cost..
Services Which Benefit all Member Communities
- Consult and help residents of member communities as, and when, asked.
- Meet with state officials and agency representatives to influence policy and to
help keep the Region an active participant in many ongoing programs. This includes
activity with transportation, solid waste, economic development, and environmental
regulatory agencies in both New Hampshire and Vermont.
- Maintain a library of regional data, maps and planning resources, and answer
many requests for information.
- Use the Geographical Information System (CIS) to perform mapping and
analyses for member towns.
- Assist the Upper Valley Solid Waste District in dealing with solid waste issues.
Provide general staff support for the district.
- Publish a newsletter to inform and educate our members about planning issues
and events in the states of New Hampshire and Vermont.
- Work in cooperation with the Sullivan County Economic Development
Commission and Green Mountain Economic Development Corporation.
- Sponsor local sessions of the NH Municipal Law Lecture Series.
- Provide technical assistance to Advance Transit.
- Use the Regional Transportation Advisory Committee to develop regional
policies and recommendations for the Regional Transportation Plan.
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-Provide data about our regional build-out analysis which forecast the population
and number of dwellings in the Region when totally built out.
- Revise and update the Regional Plan
- Sponsor planning board training sessions in New Hampshire and Vermont
- Work with Upper Valley Land Trust and the Society for the Protection of NH
Forests to protect open space and conserve important parcels of land.
- Participate in and work with the Connecticut River Valley Resource
Commission.
- Review land use controls and master plans and suggest amendments.
- Update the Regional Profile, a compendium of information about the Region.
Many businesses use this resource.
- Focus on the regional economy through our Economic Initiative Project.
Our Commission looks forward to serving Cornish in the coming year.
J. Cheston Newbold
Cornish Representative
COMMUNITY YOUTH ADVOCATES, INC.
1996 Report
Community Youth Advocates and Chandler House programming is specifically
Intended to maintain the family integrity whenever possible and practical by providing
education, prevention, intervention, crisis counseling and recreational services to the
youth and their families of Sullivan County. These services are intended to empower
the youth and their families to work out healthy solutions to their problems and to
thereby prevent the out-of-home placement of as many at-risk youth as possible.
Community Youth Advocates and Chandler House maintain that by keeping the
services local, and allowing the family members to remain in close proximity of each
other, these intervention services are more effective.
Youth and families are the foundation of a healthy society. CYA's guiding
principle is; to not just offer help to people, but to empower each youth and family
member by strengthening family ties, promoting healthy alternatives and supporting
diversity and encouraging community-based services and partnerships. This is
accomplished by working closely with all area service providers, schools, courts, and
police. Together, Community Youth Advocates and Chandler House strive to create
innovative community resources that ensure the essential needs, o f todays youth and
their families, are met by supporting individual programs and other community
endeavors.
During the past year we worked with a total of 3 youths from Cornish for a total




SULLIVAN COUNTY HOSPICE, INC.
1996 REPORT
We at Sullivan County Hospice are requesting $250 from the Town of Cornish.
Sullivan County Hospice has been in existence since 1984. We are a volunteer agency,
governed by a board of directors. The board of directors is comprised of 10 members
all of whom reside in Sullivan County.
Our goal and purpose is to provide practical and emotional support to terminally III
patients and their families within Sullivan County. The majority of our patients are home
hospice patients. They have decided to remain at home under the care of their families
and we provide most of our services in that setting However, we are flexible enough to
follow and serve patients and families in the hospital or nursing home setting as well.
Our volunteers are fully trained in areas such as death and dying, active listening,
universal precautions, and grief. A few of the ways our volunteers might provide
practical support include respite for caregivers, running errands, light meal preparation.
These volunteers provide emotional support to both the patient and the family by being
available to them, by listening, reassuring and encouraging.
Our referrals come from doctors, nurses, visiting nurse associations, discharge
planners, and from family members or patients themselves. Our only requirements for
service are that the patient be terminally ill and that they reside in Sullivan County. We
accept all referrals on that basis and there is never a charge for our service.
In addition to providing volunteer services Sullivan County Hospice offers a
bereavement support group and a cancer support group. Each of these groups are
open to anyone. We maintain a loan closet with hospital beds, walkers, commodes,
and other equipment that is useful in the home setting. These are loaned at no charge
and in some cases this service helps considerably to keep out of pocket expenses lower
for the patient. All of these services are available to the residents of Sullivan County.
We thank you in advance for your consideration. We hope that you will continue to
support our work with your financial contribution, as we continue in our efforts to support




REPRESENTATIVE PETER HOE BURLING
1996 REPORT
In November, the voters of Plainfield and Cornish returned me to the Legislature. I
am delighted and honored to be back. I go to Concord each day with a new Governor
in office, and a feeling in my heart that a great deal in the Capitol is new and different.
There is a spirit of accomplishment in the air, a feeling that by working together,
politicians of both parties can and will make a difference.
I was elected Democratic Leader of the New Hampshire House on November 23rd.
In that job, I am the leader of one hundred forty-five Democrats serving in the House,
and I am also a member of the House Leadership Team. I am assisted by a highly
qualified group of reps from around the state, and I work on a daily basis with people in
Republican leadership with whom I share long-term friendships.
As Democratic Leader, I am trying hard to emphasize bipartisanship in the
Legislature. Our new Governor has made it clear that she wishes to work with all the
people of New Hampshire in her search for answers to our problems. That is an
approach to government that I think will take us far. We need to provide for universal
kindergarten in this state; it's no longer funny to be the only state in the Union that
doesn't offer kindergarten to all its children. By working together, we can make it
happen.
My only sadness in returning to Concord this year is that Sandy Stettenheim will
not be In the Legislature with me. Everyone I speak with in Concord talks of Sandy's
dedication and hard work when she was representative for Sullivan District One. She
has represented all of us in Concord to the best of her abilities, and the work she has
done over the past two years has brought credit to all of us in the Upper Valley.
My friend and colleague. Merle Schotanus, has experienced some changes in his
committee assignment. He is now on Public Works, where he will play a central role in
the adoption of our Capital Budget. I look forward to working closely with him over the
next two years.
Representative Peter Hoe Burling
Cornish and Plainfield
District 1 , Sullivan County
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REPRESENTATIVE MERLE W. SCHOTANUS
1996 REPORT
1996 was a historic year in state government in both political and legislative terms.
Republican Governor Merrill's surprise announcement in April that he would not seek a third
term started a round of political musical chairs that ended with the election of a Democrat, and
the state's first woman Governor. In the Legislature, Representative Donna Sytek of Salem
became the state's first woman Speaker of the House and the Democrats made significant
gains in both the House and the Senate. In the '96 legislative session, lawmakers opened up
the electric utility and healthcare markets, passed kindergarten incentive funding after years of
trying, and took a stab, albeit weak, at temporarily solving the state's perennial fiscal problems.
An increase in cigarette taxes was proposed but defeated, as was raising revenues through the
licensing and regulation of video gambling machines. All of this sets the stage for two exciting
legislative sessions in the FY 97-98 biennium.
1997 will likely be a year in which the new Governor emphasizes pragmatic solutions to
problems without the political rhetoric we have been used to. The legislative debate is likely to
concentrate on budget priorities; electric utility deregulation; education funding; an increased
cigarette tax, and legalizing video poker machines at the state's horse and dog race tracks.
There will be little chance of funding existing programs at a respectable level or increasing state
aid to municipalities without raising additional revenue. You can expect the legislature to tinker
with existing taxes, but reform of New Hampshire's antiquated and inequitable tax structure is
not in the cards. Additionally, the state was warned by the major bond rating services in
Decemb er, 1996 that it must put its fiscal house in order if it is to maintain its current high bond
rating of AA+. This is critical because the higher the bond rating, the less interest cost to the
taxpayer for state borrowing. The warning came as a result of recurring operating deficits over
the past three years.
After eight rewarding years on the House Finance Committee, I will now serve as the
clerk of the Public Works and Highways Committee, which deals with the state's capital budget,
highways, bridges and public building projects. Although busy, the committee's relatively
relaxed pace, compared to the hectic schedule of the finance committee, will allow me more
time to pursue other legislation of interest to my constituents. I will be working on several bills in
the 1997 session, including, among others, conservation license plates, 1848 abortion laws,
snowmobile registration fees. Red Cross emergency volunteers, local approval of river corridor
plans, milfoil, and forest landowner estate taxes.
I am pleased to report that the FY 97 $15.1 million county budget required a zero tax
increase, thanks to efficient management by the county administrator and commissioners. I will,
for the sixth time, chair the fourteen member Sullivan County legislative delegation. I am
pleased to welcome Representative Dick Leone from Sunapee to the delegation. His vast
experience in education administration and town government will add greatly to the delegation's
expertise. I also welcome back to the District 3 team Peter Burling of Cornish, who is no
stranger to the legislature. Peter will put his broad public affairs experience and expertise to
work as the leader of the loyal opposition in the House. I wish also to publicly thank two
departing members of the District 3 legislative team for their outstanding service to their
constituents, county government, and the State of New Hampshire: Tom Behrens of Sunapee
who returns full time to the business world after 10 years of legislative service, and Sandy
Stettenheim of Plainfield, who retired after one term to pursue other endeavors with her
husband, Peter. I am confident that the newly elected team of Burling, Leone and Schotanus
will continue to provide strong, visible representation in Concord and at the county for the
residents of Districts 1 , 2, and 3, Sullivan County.
Finally, I wish to thank all those who continue to have confidence in me to represent your
interests in Concord, as indicated by your very supportive vote in November, 1996 to elect me to
a seventh term. As always, I stand ready to serve you in Concord and in the County. You can
reach me in Grantham (863-2293, or 28 SuganA/ood Lane, 03753-7725) or in Concord (271-
3565, or Room 201 , LOB, Concord, 03301).
Representative Merle W. Schotanus





The NH House is highly representative, democratic and dependent upon the hard
work of its members in their respective committees. There one learns that the most
appropriate action for a given problem may be no legislation, that other more
appropriate solutions can be found. The dilemma, of course, is in recognizing those
situations. Many of those decisions are made during the committee deliberations. The
committee to which I was assigned. Executive Departments and Administration, fulfilled
its responsibility as a thorough and objective reviewer of the proposed legislation under
its jurisdiction. Because the bills must be voted on by all members of their respective
chambers, there is further opportunity to discuss the issues.
Our county government is competently overseen by the three County
Commissioners, with the County Delegation (State Representatives) having
responsibility for final action on the proposed budget. As the Delegation's Clerk, I
attended all meetings of the Finance Committee, as well as the Delegation meetings,
and was impressed to see how constructively the Commissioners and Delegates
worked together and with the county administrators to provide quality services for
Sullivan County residents while maintaining the low level of taxation.
Although I have completed my term of office, I again voice concern about the
probable revenue shortfall in the state budget and its potential impact on the counties
and local communities. The House's earlier predictions of March '95 may have been
more accurate than either Governor Merrill's optimistic figures or the Senate's
compromise budget. Burdensome property taxes continue to label NH communities as
being among the most highly assessed In the nation. I hope the current session will
finally realize a legislative review of the total tax structure which will not have to
overcome a Governor's veto as was the situation for the last two years. Relevant
support for efficient and effective public schools was also a major focus of the previous
legislature. Similar legislation may fair better with Governor Shaheen.
Thank you for the opportunity to have served as your Representative for '95 and
'96. The work was challenging and rewarding - and almost full-time. By the end of
February, 1996, I realized that I should not seek a second term. Peter Burling Is once
again one of your Representatives. I am confident that he and Merle Schotanus, your
other Representative, will continue their tireless efforts on behalf of the people of
Cornish and Plainfield.
former Representative Sandy Stettenheim
Cornish & Plainfield
District 1 , Sullivan County
January?, 1997
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REPORT TO DISTRICT ONE CITIZENS
By Raymond S. Burton, Councilor - District One
It is an honor to report to you as a member of the New Hampshire Executive
Council. The Executive Council is five in number and serves much like a Board of
Directors at the top of your Executive Branch of State Government in Concord. We vote
on most contracts over $2,500 to outside agencies, individuals and municipalities and
major permits to use state waters. 267 unclassified positions as Commissioners and
Directors within the Executive Branch of State Government and the entire Judicial
Branch of NH State Government is voted in by the Governor with the advice and
consent of the Executive Council. We also vote on gubernatorial nominations of
hundreds of citizens to various boards and commissions as prescribed by NH Law.
Anyone desiring further information should write or call our State House Office (listed
below).
Citizens in this region should be attentive to several projects:
1) The statewide Health Care Council's 18 month planning project will be coming
to conclusion in December of 1997. There are three very active Councils in this District.
Information can be obtained by calling Commissioner Terry Morton, Department of
Health and Human Services at 1-800-852-3345.
2) The ten year highway planning process will be underway this coming summer
and fall. I will be conducting at least three hearings in this district to ascertain regional
needs. Information on this project can be obtained by calling Commissioner Leon
Kenison, Department of Transportation at 271-3735.
3) The NH Joint Tourist Promotional Program will, I expect, be funded at least
with $500,000 to be matched by local Chamber of Commerce and tourists groups to
promote your region. Information on this program is available from Commissioner Robb
Thomson, Department of Resources and Economic Development at 271 -241 1
.
4) There is approximately $172,000 waiting to be matched by local economic
development promotion dollars from local groups. Information can be obtained on this
program from Director Norman Storrs, Economic Development at 271-2341.
5) There is about 10 million dollars waiting for applications from local
governments for Community Development Block Grants to improve your local town and
area. Information on how to apply can be obtained by calling Director Jeff Taylor, Office
of State Planning at 271-2155.
6) Local towns, cities, counties and eligible organizations should be aware of the
large Federal and State Surplus Distribution Programs (the state surplus distribution
center is open to the public at White Farm on Clinton Street in Concord, NH on
Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays. Further information may be obtained by calling
Supervisor Art Haeussler, Surplus Distribution at 271-2602.
7) Citizens and groups concerned with disabilities should be aware of the large
number of services available from the Developmental Disabilities Council by calling
Director Alan Robichaud at 271 -3236.
8) The Department of Environmental Services covering water, sewers, air, lakes
and rivers has available information and financial resources by calling Commissioner
Robert Varney or Assistant Commissioner Dana Bisbee at 271 -3503.
9) The Department of Health and Human Services including elderly, mental
health, human services, public health, drug and alcohol abuse are all under
Commissioner Terry Morton at 1-800-852-3345.
Our State Government is small, effective and efficient. It is amazing how many
services, both technical information and financial assistance, are available to eligible
applicants and for proposals.
Please call my office at any time. I am at your service!
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Ray Evans term expires 1997
Myron Kuhre term expires 1997
Theresa Scott tenn expires 1998
Katherine Freeland term expires 1999
Richard Thompson term expires 1999
Auditors
Plodzik & Sanderson
REPORT OF THE CORNISH SCHOOL BOARD
January, 1997
The time since we gathered in the Cornish School Gym on Saturday, March 23,
1996 seems to have flown by! This year we have returned to the traditional schedule of
holding School District meeting on the first Saturday in March with Town Meeting the
following Tuesday. We have also made a real effort this year, along with the Selectmen
and the Moderator, to consider our budget preparation work as parts of the total town
tax burden with the full participation of the Finance Committee. Toward this end there
was a joint public hearing this year on both town and school budget proposals so that
interested taxpayers could get the entire picture regarding the tax effect at one time
instead of in two pieces.
Dr. Robert Patterson became Superintendent of Schools for SAU #6 on August 1
,
1996, after an extensive search process by the SAU Board. One of the three primary
functions of local school boards, along with preparation of the annual operating budget
and creation of school polides, is to hire and supervise the administrators of our school.
Although we enjoyed worthing with the Claremont and Unity boards on this search, it
wouldn't disappoint us if we didn't have to do it again for ten years or so!
Last March we introduced the voters to the problems regarding the roof-top gas-
fired heaters in the newest part of our school. You felt that a separate public meeting
should be held later to deal specifically with this issue after more information had been
gathered.
At a Special School Meeting held on May 28, 1996, the voters authorized the
school board, by a vote of 100 to 8, to raise and appropriate $185,000 to be used to
solve the heating/ventilating problems. The new system was installed by ARC
Mechanical of Bradford Vt. in the late summer and eariy fall, and is now in full operation.
The addition of fresh make-up air to each classroom has been a welcome and
noticeable relief to all who spend a significant portion of their lives in this school. I would
like to publicly thank board member Richard Thompson and his Building Maintenance
Committee, and SAU Business Manager Allen Damren, for their extraordinary efforts in
shepherding this project through to completion.
The placement of our high school tuition students in area high schools continues to
challenge your school board. In 1994-95 Hartford High School (which currently
educates about half of our students) notified us of future space problems which might
affect their ability to continue to accept new Cornish students. This year Hanover High
School (which on average takes about 12 of our tuition students) is seriously
considering discontinuing acceptance after this year's eight grade class. The "domino"
effect created by this situation of increased high school student population in the Upper
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Valley seriously threatens our current policy of "high school choice". This problem will
certainly not go away and will require significant attention by your board from now on.
We'll keep you posted!
Further compounding the high school placement problem is the increased
enrollment in the Cornish middle school (grades 5-8). The classes of 30+ students that
shocked our Kindergarten into double sessions a few years ago have now reached the
"upper wing". Much discussion will take place at District Meeting this year regarding the
need for additional staffing and additional space to relieve a very real over-crowding
situation in that part of our school.
Finally, we need to address the problems of this town's most expensive asset— its
school building. Each year your board is trying to upgrade at least one aspect of our
physical plant. In the recent past we have dealt with the wiring in the upper wing attic
(thanks to Dick Baril and Curt Wyman), replacement of our underground fuel storage
tank, re-lamping of the entire school with the help of Federal grant money, and upgrade
of the heating/ventilating system (as discussed earlier). This year's focus is on the
upper wing attic and ceiling area as described in the current warrant article. Please
support our efforts to maintain and improve your school's physical condition. Many of
your neighbors and fellow taxpayers have volunteered their time and talents to prepare






Chairman Ray Evans (standing) opens the February 11, 1997
public hearing on the proposed school budget. From left to right





It is with a great deal of pleasure that I write my first report to you, the citizens of
Cornish, as your new superintendent. The past six months have been very busy for me,
as you might expect, and I welcome this opportunity to share my thoughts with you.
As I have met with teachers, community members, elected officials, and the clergy,
I have been impressed regarding the high regard shown for education, the children of
your community, and the Cornish Elementary School. Certainly there are challenges
that need to be addressed and solved — space, course offerings, and increased
services like reading, languages, and guidance — but I am confident that these issues
will be addressed and thoroughly discussed at the appropriate public meetings. Your
basic commitment to the children of Cornish is deeply felt and acknowledged.
As you review the budget you are being asked to vote upon, I would direct your
attention to several areas that I believe need to be increased and that are part of the
budget. The first area is reading. I have a deep and strongly felt belief that unless our
students are challenged and guided in the most basic of skills - reading - that
everything else In their academic lives will suffer. Accordingly, your principal has
requested, and I concurred, that the time budgeted for the reading teacher should be
increased. Secondly, your principal requested an increase in the budgeted time for your
school guidance councilor. This Is a request that I can wholeheartedly endorse. Running
the essential guidance programs needed in today's schools means that a school needs
more than the present half-time effort. I am painfully aware that the increases in reading
and guidance raise property taxes. However, I hope you will agree that the students at
the Cornish elementary school need more effort in these two essential areas than they
are presently receiving.
As I write this report, your school board has not yet determined which course of
action they will recommend to you regarding building space. As the days and weeks
proceed forward, culminating in the annual school district meeting, I hope you will find
the time to participate in discussions with your school board regarding this topic. It's a
timely topic and a need exists. The solution rests with you, the community, and I hope
you will make your opinions known.
In closing, you will note that you finished the school year 1995-96 "in the black".
Regretfully, you are faced with an out-of-district placement this year that had not been
foreseen when the 1996-97 budget was prepared. As a consequence, we find it
necessary to ask you, this year, for a deficit appropriation to cover this unforeseen
expense.
To those of you that I haven't yet had the pleasure of meeting, I look forward to
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Last year, areas of common concern focused heavily on the Cornish School facility.
The town voted in May to renovate the heating and ventilation systems in the school.
This has made a dramatic difference in the learning environment in all classrooms. We
have even noticed a significant difference in the library where School Board meetings
are held .... often late into the night. Either we seem to be covering particularly exciting
topics that have kept people on their toes, or we actually have good fresh air circulation
that is keeping people wide awake. I'll let those of you who attended these meetings
decide.
The school environment, as defined in the broadest sense, is a major topic that
continues to be on the minds of parents, teachers, and community members. Presently
we are working on an analysis of each program in the school to determine the impact of
the facility on the learning that takes place. Lack of space, or appropriate space, is the
primary concern. We simply do not have enough classrooms to effectively run the
programs we offer.
Enrollment at the school has grown at a steady rate this decade. Will this trend
continue, or will we see a leveling off or even decline as we move closer to the new
century? The staff at the school will continue to try to make the best decisions possible
about the use of the space we have, always looking for the formula that will provide the
best service to students.
New Hampshire State Testing
Many of you have heard about the state testing programs for all schools in New
Hampshire. Here Is a quick primer:
• With few exceptions, all students In grades three, six, and ten take
these tests.
• Third grade students are tested in the areas of mathematics and
English language arts. Sixth and tenth grade students are tested in
English language arts, mathematics, science, and social studies.
• As part of the language arts test the students are asked to complete a
writing assignment.
• Individual student results are reported to teachers and parents.
• School and state results are made available to the general public.
The primary purpose of these tests is to help schools develop educational improvement
plans to meet the standards outlined in the New Hampshire cun'iculum frameworks. The
frameworks are: challenging curriculum outlines defined for these grades.
We have now had three years of results from third grade testing as well as one
year from grade six. The analysis of this data is a critical tool for helping to improve
programs and instruction throughout all nine grades.
At the elementary level, we have not been satisfied, particularly with the reading
and writing results of our students exiting their third grade year. We are addressing
these concerns and have communicated our plans to parents and the community. For
example, we have implemented formal spelling, handwriting, and phonics approaches
for all children in grades one through three this year and will be implementing other
reading and writing changes for the 1997-98 school year.
With only one year of testing under our belts for the sixth grade, we plan to assess
our present approach to reading, writing, mathematics, social studies, and science
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instruction. We are optimistic that these State Tests will provide solid infornnation for
continued school improvement.
Personally I remain committed to working closely with the staff, community, and
School Board to assure timely attention to these critical skill areas. The full resources of
the principal's office will be brought to this challenge. If you are interested in more
information about the State Testing program, please give the school a call.
Once again, I would like to commend the teachers, parents, and community
members who have given so much of themselves to further the educational goals of our
children. Many of you have heard me say, "it is a moving ship which makes waves". It is
with this philosophy that I ask all of you to get on board and be part of the journey.
Respectfully submitted
Scott O. Kalter, Principal
HOT LUNCH REPORT
For the 1 995-96 school year
During the 1995-96 school year a total of 19,391 lunches were served; for an
average of 1 10 lunches per day. This total includes 16,238 full-priced lunches, 506
reduced-price lunches, and 2,647 free lunches. There were 880 adult lunches served.
The lunch program also serves milk to students who bring their own lunch and to those
In kindergarten.
Lunch price remained the same this year, with the price of a child's lunch set at
$1 .50 and an adult's lunch at $2.50. The cost of a reduced-price lunch remained at
$0.40.
In the 1995-96 school year the hot lunch program again earned a small profit of
$3,084; thus reducing the accumulated program deficit to $1 ,997. The profit was the
second yeariy one in a row and we are working hard to completely eliminate the
accumulated deficit within the next two school years.







The Building Maintenance Committee of the Cornish elementary school is now
completing its second year. It continues to operate with the charge of overseeing the
timely maintenance of the school's buildings and grounds to assure the health and
safety of all occupants with the most efficient use of taxpayer funds. The current
members of the committee are:
Richard Thompson - Chair Dick Baril
Scott Bogle Doug Freeland
Scott Kalter Jim Osterland
Dave Wood
During the year the committee over saw the installation of the new heating-
ventilating system for the entire school by ARC of Bradford Vt. Making use of Its
familiarity with the project, the committee acted as the clerk-of-the-works to avoid any
further costs. Several oversights were caught and several improvements were made
during the installation, which made the effort well worthwhile. We now have a school
that is heated in a very safe and efficient manner, along with a constant and controlled
flow of fresh air that will encourage the health of all occupants. Specifically, the direct-
fired furnaces of the newest part of the school are no longer In use and every classroom
in the entire school has unit-venilators to bring in a proper amount of fresh air at all
times.
The next priority in the maintenance of the school is in the oldest part, the upper-
wing. With the passing of this year's maintenance warrant article, the committee intends
to fix several long-standing problems. First, the present ceiling In the upper-wing
hallway will be removed to make access for the installation of a raised insulated attic
floor over the hall. The present ceiling leaks a substantial amount of heat into the attic
which contributes to the formation of damaging Ice-dams that occur quite often. These
ice-dams can be very dangerous to the children as well as being damaging to the
interior and to the roof. To further minimize ice-damming in this part of the building
sufficient attic ventilation will be installed. To complete the project a new ceiling will be
installed in the upper-wing. The building maintenance committee and school board ask







I was the Cornish Elementary School Nurse one six-hour-day per week for the
1 995-96 school term and daily for eighteen hours per week during the fall of 1 996.
The health care needs of the student population have continued to grow as the
number of students has increased. Individual Health Plans (IHP) were developed for
students with chronic health care needs. This has helped to ensure the healthiest and
safest environment possible for the students of Cornish.
Within the constraints of my limited time at school, I have continued to work with
the guidance counselor to develop and implement a solid health feducation program for
the students. For the upper wing this included varied topics from nutrition and hygiene
to adolescent Issues and development. One aim of our program is to acquaint students
with "enabling" skills that will help them accomplish constructive goals. As time
permitted, lower wing students received instruction in health care issues as well.
All students, grades 1-8, were screened for hearing, vision, height, weight, and
blood pressure. In addition, all grade 5-8 students were screened for scoliosis
(curvature of the spine). Immunization records for all new and transfer students were
reviewed with all records updated as needed. Once again MMR booster vaccine,
required of all students entering seventh grade, was administered at a free clinic here at
school. About 2/3 of the students participate in this program.
Scalp inspections were done periodically throughout the year with no major
infestations discovered. My thanks to all parents for your vigilance in this area.
With a more visible presence at the school now, on average I see 22-23 students
per day. Most visits are for first aid and prescription medication administration. Injuries
seem to come in waves depending on the weather and thankfully, are usually minor in
nature. I stand in awe of Dale O'Connor who, until the recent past, not only performed
her regular job, but also had to respond to all of the daily first aid needs of the students
prior to my increased presence at school.
I am pleased by my expanded presence at the Cornish Elementary School, as it
allows me to more fully meet the health needs of the students and staff. I also wish to
thank the Cornish School Board, Scott Kalter, Scott Bogle, Jim Jordan, and Doug









The annual meeting of the School District of the Town of Cornish, N.H., was held on
March 23, 1996, at the Cornish Elementary School. Leiand Atwood, Robin Monette, and
Ruth Rollins were sworn in as Supervisors of the Checklist by School District Clerk
Kathryn Patterson who also swore in Lois Fitts, Paul Rollins, Dale O'Connor, and
Sandra Redlands as Ballot Inspectors. Moderator George Edson swore in Kathryn
Patterson as Assistant Moderator.
Moderator George Edson opened the meeting at 10:00 a.m. After declaring a
quorum present, he opened the polls for voting on Article 1 by paper ballot. He then
called the business meeting to order at 1 p.m. with a Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.
Ray Evans presented former Cornish School student Alyson Aiken with the 1996
Outstanding Young Citizen Award. The school board hopes to make this award a district
meeting tradition. Voters gave Brenda Jordan, who Is retiring from the board, a standing
ovation as thanks for her eight years of service.
Caroline Storrs announced that the quilts on display had been made by students in
the craft course, one of the winter term exploratory courses. The electrical board had
been made in the electricity course, another winter term exploratory course. She
expressed thanks to Dick Baril for his time as a volunteer teacher of the electricity
course. She also thanked him and Kathi Patterson for their work running wires for
computer connections and electrical outlets in the classrooms.
Article I: (Election of Officers)
There were 206 ballots cast.
SCHOOL BOARD - Kate Freeland was elected to a three-year term with 139 votes.
Richard Thompson was elected to a three-year term with 91 votes. Dick Baril
received 86 votes, and Curl Wyman Sr. received 63 votes.
MODERATOR - George Edson was elected to a one-year term with 186 votes.
TREASURER - Brenda Jordan was elected to a one-year term with 197 votes.
SCHOOL DISTRICT CLERK - Kathryn Patterson was elected to a one-year term with
201 votes.
Article li: (Hearing of Reports)
Doug Thayer made the motion, seconded by Larry Duval, that the District accept
reports of agents, committees or officers chosen, as reported in the 229tli Annual
Report, and pass any vote related thereto. The motion was passed by voice vote.
Article III: (Main Budget)
Brenda Jordon moved that the District raise and appropriate the sum of $1 ,851 ,550
for the support of schools, for the salaries of District officials, agents and employees for
payment of statutory obligations, and to authorize the applications against said
appropriation of such sums as are estimated to be received from the State equalization
and building funds, together with other income, the School Board to certify to the
Selectmen the balance between the estimated revenue and the appropriations, which
balance is to be raised by taxes by the Town. The above amount includes $1 ,765,504
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for the general fund, $42,446 for the school lunch fund, and $43,600 for the federal
projects fund. The motion was seconded by Ray Evans. The new figure, which is less
than the annount stated in the posted warrant, represents the elimination of the cost of a
half-time kindergarten teacher position and the elimination of the transfer of $5,000 to
the capital reserve fund.
Brenda then gave an overview of the changes from last year. Part of the increase
would pay for added time for the guidance, music, nursing, special education, and
physical education positions.
Peter Burling made a motion to amend the main motion to ask that the amount be
reduced by $6,000, said sum to be removed from the appropriation for SAU #6
managerial services. This motion to amend was seconded by Bob Jaarsma. Although it
was explained that the cost of these services was a contracted amount which could not
be reduced, the motion to amend was passed by a standing vote.
Alan Penfold then amended the new main motion to ask that the District further
reduce the newly voted amount by $19,000. David Kibbe seconded the motion to
amend.
Bill Caterino made the motion to place this amendment and the main motion on the
table until Article IV is considered. This motion to table was seconded by Richard
Pond and was passed by a hand vote.
Article IV: (Heating System Improvement)
The motion that the District vote to authorize the School Board to raise and
appropriate $56,300 to improve the heating system was made by Ray Evans and was
seconded by Judy Rook. After an explanation by Ray Evans of the various proposals
and their costs and much discussion of the issues, a motion was made by Jim
Borchert, seconded by Tony Neidecker, that we table this article for consideration at a
special school district meeting. The motion to table was passed by a voice vote.
Peter Burling made the motion that the District reconsider the vote on Article IV.
After a second by Dave Kibbee, the motion to reconsider was passed by a
unanimous voice vote.
Peter then made the motion that we lay Article IV on the table, that we direct the
school board to apply to the Superior Court for a special school district meeting, that the
District expresses its concern for the unforeseen problems posed by the school's heat
and ventilation systems, and desires an opportunity to craft a complete and necessary
solution. Kathi Osterland seconded. The motion to table was passed by a unanimous
show of hands.
Jim Lukash commented that the School Board should be directed to service and
monitor the school's CO detectors.
Article III: (Main budget continued)
Doug Thayer made the motion that the District vote to remove Article III from the
table. It was seconded by Alan Penfold and passed by a voice vote.
The discussion of Alan Penfold's motion to reduce the appropriation by $19,000 was
resumed. The motion to amend was passed by paper ballot with 148 votes cast: 81 yes
and 67 no.
The amended main motion that the District vote to raise and appropriate the sum
of $1 ,851 ,525 for the support of schools which balance to be raised by taxes by the
Town was then passed by a voice vote. (This was the amount stated by the Moderator;
however, this amount should have been $1 ,826,550. The District had voted to reduce
the main motion amount of $1 ,851 ,550 by $6,000 and by $1 9,000, for a total of $25,000,
in two separate amendments.)
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Article V: (Officers Salaries)
Myron Kuhre moved that the district vote to determine and fix the salaries of the
school district officers as follows: school board members, $200 per member; school
district treasurer, $200; school district clerk, $30; school district moderator, $15. The
motion was seconded by Shiriey Bladen and was passed by a voice vote.
Article VI: (Other Business)
Ruth Rollins reminded the District that there was going to be a card shower for
former Cornish resident and teacher Marjorie Kidder who will be 90 years of age on
April 2, 1996. Cards should be sent to 33 1/2 Sullivan Street, Clarement, NH 03743.
Dave Kibbee asked the school board to look into making the teacher's contract a
two-year contract.
Alan Penfold corrected the typo on page SI 7 of the Town Report. The "cash on
hand" figure should be $29,420.23 not $295,420.23.
Fred Weld wanted to know what it would take to have line-item control over the
budget. Michael Fuerst answered that the only option was to vote by changing, or
eliminating, category amounts.
Brian Meyette asked that Croydon, Grantham, Unity, not Lyme, be included in future
presentations of statistics.
Karim Chichakly wanted to know what had happened to the computer committee.
Ray Evans said that the board had failed to act and would review it.
Moderator Edson adjourned the business meeting at 5:55 p.m. The polls were




In addition to the amendments to the budget, described in the above
minutes of the meeting, the School Board presented to the meeting a budget
which had already been reduced from the figures listed on pages S21-S26 of
the March, 1996, Town Report.
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A special meeting of the School District of the Town of Cornish, N.H., was held on
May 28, 1996, at the Cornish Elementary School. Leiand Atwood, Robin Monette, and
Ruth Rollins were present as Supervisors of the Checklist. Lois Fitts, Paul Rollins, and
Sandra Redlands worked as ballot inspectors.
Moderator George Edson called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. with a Pledge of
Allegiance to the Flag. He then announced that Article I would be voted on by checklist
and by paper ballot and that the polls would be open for voting for an hour after
discussion had ended.
Article I
Ray Evans made the motion, seconded by Terrie Scott, that the District vote to
raise and appropriate the sum of $185,000 for the purpose of replacing and
reconstructing the heating and ventilation system in the school building and to apply
toward the cost of the project all grants received in addition to said sum; and to
authorize the issuance of not more than $185,000 of bonds or notes in accordance with
the provisions of the Municipal Finance Act, RSA 33; to authorize the School Board to
issue and negotiate such bonds or notes, to determine the rate of interest thereon and
the maturity and other terms thereof, and to authorize the School Board to invest said
monies; to authorize the School Board to take any other action or to pass any other vote
relative thereto.
Ray explained that the Board would ask to pass over Article II if this article passed
as a 6-year note had been negotiated that would require no interest payment in the first
year. He also stated that bathrooms in the older portion of the building would be
included in the ventilation update. During the discussion period, voters asked questions
or spoke in favor of or against the passing of the bond issue. After the discussion ended
at 7:48 p.m., the bond issue was voted on by paper ballot by checklist. At 8:48 p.m., the
polls were closed, the ballots were counted, and the results were announced. There
were 108 votes cast: 100 yes; 8 no. Since this represented the required 2/3 majority, the
bond issue was passed.
Article II
Myron Kuhre made the motion to pass over this article. After a second by Kate
Freeland, the motion to pass over passed by unanimous voice vote.
Alan Penfold made the motion to adjourn the meeting. Rickey Poor seconded. The






for the fiscal year July 1 , 1 995 to June 30, 1 996
Cash on hand July 1 , 1 995 $29,420.23
Received from Selectmen (tax monies) 1 ,553,907.00
Received from Foundation Aide (State of NH) 72,296.76
Received from School Building Aide (State of NH) 12,000.00
Received from Food Service Funds 32,740.31
Received from Cornish Capital Building Fund 10,998.75
Received from Federal Grants 40,818.33
Received from other sources 12,877.60
TOTAL RECEIPTS: $1,765,058.98
Less School Board orders paid: -$1 ,759,1 50.40
Cash on hand June 30, 1996: $5,908.58
Special Endowment Funds
June 30, 1996 fund balances
James Farley Memorial Fund $3,838
Gratia T. Muggins Memorial Fund 7,087
Eberhardt Award 416
Ellsworth Atwood Memorial 371
Glen Smith Sportsmanship Award 115
Harriet Runnals Award 71
3
James Brewster Fitch Scholarship Fund 7,1 1
7
Peg Densmore Memorial Fund 690
Clarence Williams Memorial Fund (Sports) 1 ,1 23
Clarence Williams Memorial Fund (Resource Room) 1 ,123
Science Discovery Fund 417




School Administrative Unit #6
Salaries/Cornish apportionment
TOTAL SALARY CORNISH SHARE
1996-97 1997-98 1996-97 1997-98
Superintendent $72,500 $74,900 $8,889 $9,640
Assistant Superintendent 60,450 62,384 7,411 8,029
Business Administrator 56,650 58,463 6,945 7,524
Special Education Director 51,500 53,148 6,314 6,840
Note: In 1996-97 the Cornish share was 12.26%. In 1997-98 it will be 12.87%
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CORNISH SCHOOL BUILDING FUND
The Cornish School Building Fund is a result of the Capital Fund drive
conducted during 1988 to help pay a portion of the cost of the addition to the
school. The proceeds of the fund drive, and interest earned on those
contributions, have been used to cover the interest payments to date and to
purchase some additional items that were not covered in the original contract
price.
Reconciliation (December 31, 1996)
Total Pledges $357,376
Pledges Paid to Date 324, 1 26






Pledges Paid to Date
Interest Earned
EXPENDITURES
Interest Paid to Date $281 .767
Equip. Purchases & Misc. Exp. 19,233
TOTAL EXPENDITURES: $301,000
Ledger Balance = $356,409 - $301 ,000= $55,409
Bank Balance (Savings 12/31/96) =$55,409
On January 1, 1997, twenty-one pledges remained unpaid. Several of those











state of New Hampshire
To the inhabitants of the School District in the Town of Cornish qualified to vote in the
District affairs:
You are hereby notified to attend the Annual District Meeting at the Cornish Elementary
School Gymnasium on Saturday, March 8, 1997 at 10:00 a.m. to act upon the articles
set forth in this warrant.
Article I and II of the Warrant will be voted upon by official ballots from the checklist and
the polls will remain open for this purpose from 10:00 a.m. in the forenoon until 7:00
p.m. in the evening.
The business session of the School District meeting will commence at 1 :00 p.m. in the
afternoon at which time the remaining articles will be acted upon.
ARTICLE 1 (Election of District Officials)
To elect a Moderator, Clerk, and Treasurer for a one-year term and to elect
two members of the School Board, each for three years.
ARTICLE II (Official Ballot Voting)
(by petition)
Shall we adopt the provisions of RSA 40:13 (Senate Bill 2) to allow official
ballot voting on all issues before the Cornish School District?
(the School Board does not recommend this)
ARTICLE III (Hearing of Reports)
To hear reports of Agents, Committees or Officers chosen, and pass any vote
relating thereto.
ARTICLE IV (Main Budget)
To see If the district will vote to raise and appropriate TWO MILLION FORTY-
THREE THOUSAND FIVE HUNDRED FIFTY THREE DOLLARS ($2,043,553)
for the support of schools, for the salaries of District officials, agents and
employees for payment of statutory obligations, and to authorize the
applications against said appropriation of such sums as are estimated to be
received from the State equalization and building funds, together with other
income, the School Board to certify to the select men the balance between the
estimated revenue and the appropriations, which balance is to be raised by
taxes by the Town. The above amount includes $1 ,955,231 for the general
fund, $44,722 for the school lunch fund, and $43,600 for the federal projects
fund.
(the School Board recommends this action)
ARTICLE V (Deficit Appropriation)
To see if the School District will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of
FORTY-FIVE THOUSAND DOLLARS ($45,000) as a deficit appropriation
required to fund unantidpated Special Education costs for the 1996-97 school
year.
(the School Board recommends this action)
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ARTICLE VI (Building Repairs)
To see if the School District will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of
ELEVEN THOUSAND FOUR HUNDRED EIGHTY-THREE DOLLARS
($1 1 ,483) for attic insulation and ventilation over the oldest part of the school.
(the School Board recommends this action)
ARTICLE VII (Portable Classroom)
To see if the School District will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of
FIFTY-FOUR THOUSAND ONE HUNDRED SEVENTY-FIVE DOLLARS
($54,175) for the purchase, installation, and first year utility costs for a single
unit portable classroom.
(the School Board recommends this action)
ARTICLE VIII (Portable Classroom)
To see if the School District will vote to authorize the school board to enter
into a lease agreement for the purpose of leasing a single unit portable
classroom, and to raise and appropriate the sum of TWENTY-TWO
THOUSAND EIGHT HUNDRED SEVENTY-FIVE DOLLARS ($22,875) for the
first year's payment, installation, and utility costs for that purpose. This lease
agreement contains an "escape" clause.
(the School Board recommends this action)
ARTICLE IX (Capital Reserve Fund)
To see if the School District will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of FIVE
THOUSAND DOLLARS ($5,000) to be added to the school district building
capital reserve fund previously established.
(the School Board recommends this action)
ARTICLE X (Other Business)
To transact any other business that may legally come before this meeting.
GIVEN UNDER OUR HANDS AND SEAL AT SAID CORNISH this 17th day of
February, 1997.
Ray Evans, Chair





A True Copy . Attest:
Ray Evans, Chair
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ORGANIZATION OF THE GENERAL FUND REPORT
The preceding report on the General Fund (the main operating fund of the School
District) contains the following information:
1
.
The 1 994-95 school year: The books for this year were closed on June 30,
1995. The actual expenditures were reported in March 1996.
2. The 1995-96 school year: The books for this year were closed last
June 30. The actual expenditures are published here for the first time.
3. The current school year: The books for this year will be closed on the
approaching June 30. The budget adopted last March is reported here.
4. The next school year: The proposed expenditures for the next year.
5. The funding changes: The changes between the proposed budget and
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3 4 5 6 8 Total
19 29 20 36 32 32 26 24 32
Plodzik & Sanderson
Professional Association/Accountants & Auditors
193 North Main Street Concord • New Hampshire » Q33QI-5063 • 603-225-6996 FAX-224-1380
INDEPENDENT A UDITOR 'S REPORT ON THE INTERNAL CONTROL
STRUCTURE BASED ONAN AUDIT OF GENERAL-PURPOSE
FINANCIAL STATEMENTS PERFORMED INACCORDANCE
WITH GOVERNMENTAUDTHNG STANDARDS
To the Members of the School Board
Cornish School District
Cornish, New Hampshire
We have audited the general-purpose financial statements of the Cornish School District, as of and for
the year ended June 30, 1996, and have issued our report thereon, which was qualified as indicated
therein, dated October 5, 1996.
We conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and Government
Auditing Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of the United States. Those standards require
that we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the general-purpose
financial statements are free of material misstatement.
The management of the Cornish School District is responsible for establishing and maintaining an
internal control structure. In fulfilling this responsibility, estimates and judgments by management are
required to assess the expected benefits and related costs of internal control structure policies and
procedures. The objectives of an internal control structure are to provide management with reasonable,
but not absolute, assurance that assets are safeguarded against loss from unauthorized use or disposition,
and that transactions are executed in accordance with management's authorization and recorded properly
to permit the preparation of general-purpose financial statements in accordance with generally accepted
accounting principles. Because of inherent limitations in any internal control structure, errors or
irregularities may nevertheless occur and not be detected. Also; projection of any evaluation of the
structure to fiiture periods is subject to the risk that procedures may become inadequate because of
changes in conditions or that the effectiveness of the design and operation of policies and procedures
may deteriorate.
In planning and performing our audit of the general-purpose financial statements of the Cornish School
District for the year ended June 30, 1996, we obtained an understanding of the internal control
structure. With respect to the internal control structure, we obtained an understanding of the design of
relevant policies and procedures and whether they have been placed in operation, and we assessed
control risk in order to determine our auditing procedures for the purpose of expressing our opinion on
the general-purpose financial statements and not to provide an opinion on the internal control structure.
Accordingly, we do not express such an opinion.
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Cornish School Distria
Independent Auditor's Report on the Internal Control Structure Based on an Audit of General-
Purpose Financial Statements Performed in Accordance with Government Auditing Standards
Our consideration of the internal control structure would not necessarily disclose all matters in the
internal control structure that might be material weaknesses under standards established by the American
Institute of Certified Public Accountants. A material wealmess is a condition in which the design or
operation of one or more of the specific internal control structure elements does not reduce to a
relatively low level the risk that errors or irregularities in amounts that would be material in relation
to the general-purpose financial statements being audited may occur and not be detected within a timely
period by employees in the normal course of performing their assigned functions. We noted no matters
involving the internal control structure and its operations that we consider to be material weaknesses
as defined above.
A matter which came to our attention which we discussed with management or the specific individuals
involved is as follows:
CORNISH ELEMENTARY SCHOOL ACTIVITIES FUND
It appears that one individual is responsible for writing, signing, and approving all transactions. No
written approval from the Principal was seen for any transactions. We recommend that the Principal
sign all checks and approve all transactions of this fund.
This report is intended for the information of management and the School District. However, this report
is a matter of public record, and its distribution is not limited.
U^^^A^j^y^"^
V PioiOctober 5, 1996 ^ LODZIK & SANDERSON
Professional Association
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